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Abstract

Autobiographyhas mostcommonlybeena matteroflengthyretrospectonadignified life and has assumed
appropriately heroic patterns. Many contemporaryautobiographies,incontrast,describe unfinished crises
inthe undervalued lives of minorities and need, accordingly, to evolve new patterns forautobiography.

Defining and valuing one's own perspective and life representa modernformofheroism.
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Much of the study of aurabiogeaghy so far has concenirawed ou the
major worEs of the past. Sainc Augusring, {ribbon. Roussenu, De
Luincey, Mewran, Fraalklin, Adamg—he cxcnplarm have mocily been
ten, a1 very disringuished men ar thar. Wharever thair petsona] dit-
ficuimics, thev reocived srrong suppon For thein acluevenwms: they
were, for the most pgre, educared members of 3 prosparous middle
c_omg, trora whem family and sociery expected muock. "T'he suceess they
e oved wad Dot nlwamﬂ the kind that was expeered. bue therein lay
Eh!!]' ity cTacy. Mnsr of these wrirers were members of 2 aocial ar
caioural elire uml success in some (Tm was 0o FTest SuTprse.

Furthermore, when they came to write their aucobagraphies, they
wiere wssired o v wllentive audisnoe, Bven in those cutes 10 which the
sralience wit 1 be peoacided 1o aier 1% opuwon ol the writer, L
wnleres. was eosiovil, The sulebioprapiy wually aceivel b the 2nd of
a alistmguished Gireer, 1he subjert ofien well knuwn, These men
lersded Lo wiie [fom Lhe vanlage poinl nol oady ol old age but also ol
recogmzed echievement. They wrote, inleed. to document and ex-
plaan what then waders vloeandy kosw, Their peespeitive provided o
ielealogival determirasm wWiasrehy Lhe sitohingraphe described how
he endel up whese we heow him w be. The resuly, of sourse, 3 an
abseney ol purshe rindom events becaos: the forcknown conclusion
anl e vanvingly publu; parure of S subjeer's past oorh oonspivad mo
ashernon of evenns whose purpase and meaning were clear,
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