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W. E. B. DuBois in an art icle ent it led "The True Brownies," published in a
1919 edit ion of  The Crisis (285), heralded t he publicat ion of  a new
periodical for Black children, t it led The Brownies' Book. The new
periodical, in general, evolved from hist orical and cult ural condit ions t hat
denigrat ed Black cult ure and people. More specif ically, t he periodical
result ed from t he request s of  Black children for informat ion about  t heir
herit age in order t o count eract  t he negat ive images t hey encount ered
in children's lit erat ure and t ext books.

DuBois received t he inquiries from children in his capacit y as edit or of
The Crisis, t he oAicial publicat ion of  t he Nat ional Associat ion for t he
Advancement  of  Colored People (NAACP). The NAACP was a major
polit ical organizat ion for Blacks during t he early 1900s. Each year, The
Crisis published a "Children's Number" which DuBois charact erized as t he
most  popular number of  t he publicat ion. The "Children's Number"
provided readers wit h poet ry, st ories, games, and phot ographs, as well
as account s of  educat ional achievement s, polit ical occurrences, and
lynchings. DuBois, however, was concerned about  t he eAect s of  report s
of lynchings and ot her violent  at t acks on children. He wrot e: "To educat e
t hem in human hat red is more disast rous t o t hem t han t o t he hat ed; t o
seek t o raise t hem in ignorance of  t heir racial ident it y and peculiar
sit uat ion is inadvisable—impossible" (DuBois 285).

The alt ernat ive for DuBois was t he publicat ion of  "a lit t le magazine for
children—for all children, but  especially for ours, 't he Children of  t he Sun'"
(DuBois 285). DuBois delineat ed seven st eps int ended t o ameliorat e t he
eAect s of  t he deprecat ion of  Blacks and t heir cult ure. The seven st eps
as indicat ed in The Crisis (1919 286) were:

1. To make  colore d childre n re aliz e  that be ing  "colore d" is  a normal, be autiful thing .

2. To make  the m familiar with the  his tory and achie ve me nts  of the  Ne g ro race .

3. To make  the m know that othe r colore d childre n have  g rown into be autiful, us e ful and
famous  pe rs ons .

4. To te ach the m a de licate  code  of honor and action in the ir re lations  with white  childre n.

5. To turn the ir little  hurts  and re s e ntme nts  into  e mulation, ambition and love  of the ir

#b3
#b3


home s  and companions .

6 . To point out the  be s t amus e me nts  and joys  and worthwhile  thing s  of life .

7. To ins pire  the m to pre pare  for de finite  occupations  and dutie s  with a broad s pirit of
s acrifice .

DuBois, in st at ing t hese goals, proposed a model of  social act ion or
behavior t hat  would count er t he eAect s of  t he negat ive images of
Blacks and Black cult ure pervasive in American cult ure. Indeed, DuBois
deliberat ely sought  t o nurt ure and socialize a group of children wit h
at t ribut es associat ed wt h t he "New Negro."

DuBois, along wit h lit erary edit or Jessie Redmon Fauset , and business
manager, August us Granville Dill, combined t heir diverse t alent s,
energies, and f inancial resources t o publish t went y-four issues of  The
Brownies' Book for t he period 1920-21 (Sinnet t e 1965; Saul 1984; Harris
1986). The Brownies' Book, t he f irst  periodical creat ed in t he Unit ed
St at es for Black children, represent s one of  t he f irst  lit erary manifest oes
t o explicat e t he socializat ion funct ion of  lit erat ure for Black children
(Sinnet t e 1965; Saul 1984).

The Brownies' Book symbolized challenges t o t radit ion in children's
lit erat ure t hat  had become a select ive t radit ion. Tradit ion represent s
t he power of  individuals or groups of  individuals t o det ermine not  only
t he st ruct ure and inst it ut ions of  a cult ure, but  also t he knowledge and
meanings of  a cult ure. Moreover, t radit ion becomes select ive as
individuals or groups at t empt  t o maint ain t heir cont rol and power.
Williams defines select ive t radit ion as "an int ent ionally select ive version
of a shaping past  and a pre-shaped present , which is t hen powerfully
operat ive in t he process of  social and cult ural definit ion and
ident if icat ion" (115). Taxel, drawing upon Williams, writ es t hat  "select ive
t radit ions are said t o be of  a 'specif ic social class' because t hey provide a
sense of  predisposed cont inuit y . . . which oAers a hist orical and cult ural
rat if icat ion of  a cont emporary order."

The select ive t radit ion in children's lit erat ure in t he early t went iet h
cent ury represent ed t he values and power of  a class ident if ied by Kelly
(1974) as t he gent ry class. The gent ry class consist ed of  "cult ured"
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individuals who espoused t radit ional values such as t rut h...
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