Nineteenth-Century British Children's
Hymnody: Re-Tuning the History of Childhood
with Chords and Verses.
NO INST IT UT IONAL AFFILIAT ION

LOG IN

B R O WS E

Nineteenth-Century British Children’s Hymnody: ReTuning the History of Childhood with Chords and Verses
Alisa Clapp-It nyre
Children's Lit erat ure Associat ion Quart erly
Johns Hopkins Universit y Press
Volume 35, Number 2, Summer 2010
pp. 144-175
ARTICLE

View Cit at ion

Abst ract
As part of the cultural as s ociation of childhood and re lig ion, a torre nt of hymns and hymnbooks was
publis he d throug hout the nine te e nth ce ntury writte n e xclus ive ly for the young . Howe ve r, this g e nre has
rare ly be e n s tudie d within the conte xt of childre n’s lite rature . In this re vis ionis t s tudy, us ing archival Britis h
childre n’s hymnbooks , I s ug g e s t how a s tudy of hymns alte rs our unde rs tanding of childre n’s lite rary his tory
—inde e d the de finition of “childhood” its e lf. The s e “chords and ve rs e s ,” pe rce ive d to be didactic and
doctrinaire , e mpowe re d childre n throug h mus ic’s phys ical ag e ncy, “adult” approache s to hymn-writing , and
the inte lle ct re quire d to ne g otiate throug h the olog ically dis parate te xts .
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