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Abstract
The surveillance zone, defined as sp ace within the visual field of home,
assumes increasing significance as p eop le grow older and sp end more time

at home. Using insights from a 3 year p articip ant observation study in an
Ap p alachian community, this p ap er describes characteristics of the
surveillance zone and exp lores its meaning for old p eop le. The p rocess of
monitoring events outside, the emergence of watchful recip rocal social
networks, and the p otential of the surveillance zone for generating a sense
of p ersonal identity, are exp lored. Imp lications for locating and designing
environments for the elderly are traced.
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