
NO INST IT UT IONAL AFFILIAT ION LOG  IN

B R O WS E

 Anonym, verschollen, trivial: Methodological Hindrances in
Researching German Women's Literature
Jeannine Blackwell
Women in German Yearbook: Feminist  St udies in German Lit erat ure & Cult ure
Universit y of  Nebraska Press
Volume 1, 1985
pp. 39-59
10.1353/wgy.2012.0015
ARTICLE

View Cit at ion

In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

Je annine  Blackwe ll Anonym, ve rs cholle n, trivial: Me thodolog ical Hindrance s  in Re s e arching  G e rman
Wome n's  Lite rature  Fraue nlite ratur, like  the  te rms  Fraue nroman and Fraue ndichtung , is  a two-way mirror. It is
a dis tre s s ing  re minde r of the  impote nt and flowe ry s e ntime ntality of Wilhe lminian G e rman lite rature : g arde n
dwarfs , the  G arte nlaube , tÃ¼chtig e  Haus fraue n, He dwig  Courths Mahle r , and Vicki Baum. It is  harmle s s
lite rature , to  be  clas s ifie d ne xt to  the  childre n's  s torie s , the  code books  , and home  improve me nts . Ye t with
this  te rm Fraue nlite ratur , as  with s o  many, the re  is  a cutting  e dg e . Is  Fraue nlite ratur re ally what Tre its chke
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and G oe de ke  te ll us  it is ?  Is  it not als o  the  le tte rs  Caroline  and Dorothe a wrote , Be ttina's  Arme nbuch,
G abrie le  Re ute r's  s ocial prote s t?  We re  not the s e  als o  by, for, and about wome n in G e rmany?  To dis cove r
what Fraue nlite ratur was  and is , s cholars  today mus t look throug h that dark, dis torting  mirror of lite rary
his tory. Anticipating  and ide ntifying  the  cracks  in that his tory, fe minis t critics  mus t re s hape  the  critical tools
to  de al with the  anonymous , the  unre cog niz e d, the  uncanoniz e d, the  "trivial"; to  re cons truct or re dis cove r
the  ve rs cholle n ; and to  locate  and de s cribe  the  de ar ladie s  who re ad the  books  back the n. The  othe r s ide
of the  cracke d mirror of lite rary his tory is  Fraue nlite ratur today. It is  the  product of conte mporary critical
fe male  authors  for a pre dominantly fe male  audie nce ; it is  als o  the  re e s tablis he d or dis cove re d tradition of
wome n authors  s uch as  S idonie  Z Ã¤une mann (1714-1740 ), ThÃ©rÃ¨s e  Hube r (176 4-1829 ), and G e rtrud Kolmar
(189 4-19 43? ). OMe n a lite rature  of the  "othe r G e rmany" -- critical, re publican, s ocialis t, Utopian, or fe minis t --
it is  not harmle s s , impote nt drooling s . This  e xcavation work bring s  out the  s traig htforward , g raphic, e ve n
ag g re s s ive  s ide  of G e rman wome n 's  lite rary culture . This  re s e arch has  g rown out of the  s e cond wome n's
move me nt in both Europe  and the  Unite d S tate s . Its  ne w fe male  me ntality, ne w cons cious ne s s  of his tory and
the  private  s phe re  de mand a fre s h re ading  of the  old te xts . In this  re ading , fe minis ts  cannot re ly trus ting ly
on that cracke d mirror of G e rman lite rary his tory. We  mus t re re ad e ve rything  and que s tion the  ve rity of e ve ry
fact alre ady g ive n. 39  The  g re at re fe re nce  works  of the  nine te e nth ce ntury are  s ome  of the  mos t important
tools  we  have  to  re cons truct that lite rature . Knowing  the  his tory of the s e  works  will g ive  fe minis t s cholars
today an ide a of how Fraue nlite ratur was  de fine d, which pie ce s  we re  include d, and which we re  omitte d. Ã•
brie f e xamination of the  proce s s  of lite rary analys is  in G e rmany will unde rs core  the  pitfalls  of s uch re fe re nce
works . The s e  mas s ive  unde rtaking s  mus t be  che cke d for factual e rror, but more  importantly, the y mus t be
s e e n in conjunction with and contras t to  the  move me nts  of s ocial and political chang e  within the  G e rman
are a. The  e s tablis hme nt of mode rn G e rman unive rs itie s , unde r the  le ade rs hip of the  brothe rs  G rimm and
Humboldt, broug ht in a mode l of s cholarly re s e arch which be came  paradig matic  for G e rmanis tik as  we ll as
for the  natural s cie nce s . The  ung uis tis ch-lite raturwis s e ns chaMliche  me thod of philolog ical re s e arch,
RTs torical dating , biog raphical data, s tudy of orig ins  and de ve lopme nt s tarte d by the  colle ctions  of He rde r
and the  brothe rs  G rimm put lite rature  firs t into  its  his torical conte xt, and the n into national and ling uis tic
g rouping s ; its  authorial orig ins  we re  s oug ht out if pos s ible . Critic is m was  no long e r me re ly ae s the tic, moral,
and philos ophical, but rathe r his torical. With this  g roup of s cholars  and with the  e s tablis hme nt of ne w
unive rs itie s  at Be rlin, G Ã¶tting e n, and e ls e whe re , the  s e paration of the  writing  s cholar and the  artis tic
s cholar was  comple te d. While  it had be e n cus tomary up to  the  e ig hte e nth ce ntury for the  two fie lds  to  be
combine d -- one  thinks  he re  of Opitz , late r Le s s ing , He rde r, and Wie land, who wrote  both s cholarly tre atis e s
and cre ative  works  -- this  e ra bring s  about the  divis ion and profe s s ionaliz ation of poe t and s cholar. The
divis ion of labor be twe e n the  G e le hrte n and the  Dichte r that pre vaile d aMe r the  late  18th ce ntury was  a boon
to wome n authors . S ince  the y had be e n and continue d to  be  e xclude d from unive rs ity s tudy (with a fe w
loudly proclaime d e xce ptions ) and had little  opportunity to  le arn the  clas s ics  or cons is te nt orthog raphy,
the y had be e n e s s e ntially s hut out from lite rary production. The  ne w divis ion of lite rary labor, combine d with
the  s piritual jus tification of wome n's  lite rary forms  in Pie tis t confe s s ional lite rature , chang e d that...
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