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Jeannine Blackwell Anonym, verschollen, trivial: Methodological Hindrances in Researching German
Women's Literature Frauenliteratur, like the terms Frauenroman and Frauendichtung, is a two-way mirror. It is
adistressing reminderofthe impotentand flowerysentimentality of Wilhe Iminian German literature: garden
dwarfs, the Gartenlaube, tA%chtige Hausfrauen, Hedwig CourthsMahler, and Vicki Baum. Itis harmless
literature, to be classified nextto the children's stories, the codebooks ,and home improve ments. Yet with
this term Frauenliteratur, as with so many, there is a cutting edge. Is Frauenliteratur really what Treitschke
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and Goedeke tellus itis? Isitnotalso the letters Caroline and Dorothea wrote, Bettina's Armenbuch,
Gabriele Reuter's social protest? Were notthese also by, for,and about womenin Germany? To discover
what Frauenliteratur was and is, scholars today mustlook through that dark, distorting mirror ofliterary
history. Anticipating and ide ntifying the cracks inthat history, fe minist critics mustreshape the criticaltools
to deal with the anonymous, the unrecognized, the uncanonized, the "trivial";to reconstructorrediscover
the verschollen;and to locate and describe the dearladies who read the books back then. The otherside
ofthe cracked mirrorofliterary historyis Frauenliteraturtoday. Itis the product ofcontemporarycritical
female authors fora predominantly female audience;itis also the reestablished ordiscovered tradition of
women authors such as Sidonie ZAsune mann (1714-1740), ThA©rA“se Huber (1764-1829), and Gertrud Kolmar
(1894-19437). Often a literature ofthe "other Germany" --critical, republican, socialist, Utopian, or fe minist -
itis notharmless,impotentdroolings. This excavationwork brings out the straightforward , graphic,even
aggressive side of Germanwomen's literary culture. This research has grown out ofthe second women's
movementinboth Europe and the United States. Its new fe male me ntality, new consciousness ofhistoryand
the private sphere demand afreshreading ofthe old texts. In this reading, feminists cannotrelytrustingly
onthatcracked mirrorofGerman literary history. We mustreread everything and question the verityofevery
factalreadygiven. 39 The greatreference works ofthe nineteenth centuryare some ofthe mostimportant
tools we have to reconstruct that literature. Knowing the historyofthese works will give fe minist scholars
todayanideaofhow Frauenliteratur was defined, which pieces were included, and which were omitted. A
briefexaminationofthe process ofliteraryanalysis in Germany will underscore the pitfalls of suchreference
works. These massive undertakings mustbe checked forfactualerror, but more importantly, theymustbe
seeninconjunctionwithand contrastto the movements ofsocialand political change withinthe German
area. The establishmentofmodern German universities, underthe leadership ofthe brothers Grimmand
Humboldt, broughtina modelofscholarlyresearchwhichbecame paradigmatic for Germanistik as well as
forthe naturalsciences. The unguistisch-literaturwissenschaftliche method of philologicalresearch,
RTstoricaldating, biographical data, studyoforigins and developmentstarted bythe collections of Herder
and the brothers Grimm put literature firstinto its historical context, and theninto national and linguistic
groupings;its authorial origins were soughtoutifpossible. Criticismwas no longer merelyaesthetic, moral,
and philosophical, but rather historical. With this group ofscholars and with the establishment ofnew
universities at Berlin, GAqttingen, and elsewhere, the separation of the writing scholar and the artistic
scholarwas completed. While it had been customaryup to the eighteenth centuryforthe two fields to be
combined --one thinks here of Opitz, later Lessing, Herder, and Wieland, who wrote both scholarly treatises
and creative works --this era brings about the divisionand professionalizationofpoetand scholar. The
divisionoflaborbetweenthe Gelehrtenand the Dichterthat prevailed after the late 18th centurywas aboon
to women authors. Since theyhad beenand continued to be excluded from university study (with a few
loudly proclaimed exceptions) and had little opportunity to learnthe classics orconsistent orthography,
theyhad beenessentiallyshut out from literary production. The new division of literary labor, combined with
the spiritualjustificationofwomen's literary forms in Pietist confessional literature, changed that...
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