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Abstract
T his study investigated the relative effectiveness of two types of content of praise,
labeled and unlabeled, with lower and middle class children. Following two brief
observation periods designed to assess differences in the frequency with which lower
and middle class mothers employed labeled and unlabeled praise, each mother played the
marble-in-the-hole game with her child. Half of the mothers in each group were given
labeled and half were given unlabeled praise statements to make contingent upon their
child dropping marbles in a particuler hole. T he results indicated that the children were
more responsive to labeled than to unlabeled praise. T he mothers from the two
socioeconomic groups did not differ in the frequency with which they employed labeled
and unlabeled praise in the initial observation periods.
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