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Abstract
T he next Administration will want to examine the last 15 years of strategic performance
to improve sound strategy options and to promote timely re-assessment and
adaptation of approved policies and strategies. Building off of two recent studies of U.S.
decisionmaking and policy implementation at the strategic level, this article examines
proposals to enhance the quality of policy making and implementation oversight
mechanisms at the National Security Council. Major recommendations are offered to
improve interagency planning and the creation of an inter-agency community of national
security professionals.
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