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Abstract
This study exp lores the direct and indirect links between structural
heterogeneity, network heterogeneity, and p olitical p articip ation. We
review the often conflicting scholarship on discussion network
heterogeneity and p olitical p articip ation and p lace it within a multilevel
concep tual framework of heterogeneity. Based on this integrated
theoretical model, our study uses a combination of macro-level and
individual-level survey data from various sources. First, we use a crosssectional national data set, based on a telep hone survey with a p robability
samp le of almost 800 adults. Second, we combine these individual-level
data with county-level data on religious, p olitical, and racial heterogeneity.
Based on these data sets, we develop a p ath model linking structure,
context, and networks into an integrated p athway to evaluate the direct and
indirect effects of heterogeneity on p olitical p articip ation. Our results show
p ositive links between structural and network heterogeneity that are both
direct and indirect, that is, mediated through various communication
p rocesses.
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