Profiles in Courage, JFK's Book for Boys.

  

Article Navigation

Profiles in Courage, JFK's Book for Boys
John Michael 
American Literary History, Volume 24, Issue 3, 1 September 2012, Pages 424–443,
https://doi.org/10.1093/alh/ajs037
Published: 05 July 2012
Cite

Permissions

Share


Email Twitter Facebook

Political memoirs written during camp aigns are meant to establish the
candidate's fitness for office by p resenting him or her as the right p erson for
the times. Profiles in Courage, p ublished in 1956, tells us a good deal about
the p olitical temp er of the years when John F. Kennedy was establishing his
credentials to run for p resident. It engages the triump halist national

narrative that so many Americans accep ted after World War II and p resents
a model of selflessly heroic nationalism that Kennedy suggested had saved
the US in the p ast and could do so again in the future. Profiles in Courage
resonated with the tensions and uncertainties of the Cold War, retelling
American history in a way that addressed anxieties about manly courage and
national union in a moment of terrifying global challenges....
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