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Abstract

Having preceded man on earth, bacteria continue to exert their â€œterritorial
imperative.â€ The normal state of man is not â€œgerm-free.â€ The interrelationship
between man, his wounds, his systemic and local defense mechanisms, and his bacteria is
a balance that can be evaluated quantitatively. This quantitative balance is a useful
concept for understanding the biologic aspects of infection. Moreover, it provides
information that can be useful clinically.
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