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Abstract : T he author critically surveys the study of respiration of the cell an
the molecular oxygen which is absorbed by the respiring cell. He deals with
experimental work of Davy (1820) who with his discovery of the oxidizing act
divided platinum created the first model for cell respiration, and with other v
contributions by Claude Bernard (1857), Mac Munn (1885), and John Haldane
the discovery of three other important stages in 1923, 1926 and 1928 an ex
found in that it is the autoxidizable ferrous iron complex which is oxidized to

molecular oxygen and transformed again to ferrous iron by the reducing act
constituents.
He also deals with the oxygen transporting copper complex of the phenol ox
hydrogen producing iron catalyst of the butyric acid bacteria, the heavy meta
zymohexase discovered in 1942 and finally, the heavy metal of the chloropla
function in the photo-reactions discovered in 1944. T he last chapter does n
heavy metals, but is a report on the quantum requirement of carbon dioxide
experimental work concluded at the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut für Zellphysiolog
T he book which is well bound and printed is a welcome addition to the librar
interested in biochemistry.-E.M.J.
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