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Abstract: This book opens with an explanation of why concerns about sustainability are
justified. The concept of sustainable development is then fleshed out through a discussion of the
following crucial ideas about sustainability: 1) the physical principles governing nature's
dynamics are inviolate, 2) nature can not be managed, 3) altering an ecosystem increases its
fragility, 4) living systems require reinvestment, 5) a world view must be unified and systemic
to be sustainable, 6) we must accept our ignorance and trust our intuition while doubting our
knowledge, 7) we must specify what is to be sustained, 8) sustainability is a continual process, 9)
we must account for intergenerational equity, and 10) there are ecological limits to land
ownership and private property rights. The discussion of sustainability continues with a look
at human relationships and whether the consequences of our decisions are reversible. The
book goes on to consider what is meant by development, specialization versus generalization,
sustainable development, and the scale limitations of sustainable development. There is a focus
on sustainable local community development and its relationship with democracy and the
economy as well as the role of local government and information feedback loops. The
"missing pieces" of sustainable community development are detailed, including controlling
human population, gender equity, cultural capacity, carrying capacity, the context of landscape,
water, open space, the economics of sustainability, educating for sustainability, and rekindling
the spirit of community.
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