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Abstract :  There is at the moment an increased demand for animal protein and fish is
playing a major part in meeting some of this demand. To increase fish production,
aquaculture is practiced in many parts of the world. However, parasites and diseases are

the most serious limiting factors in aquaculture because of the increased density of
cultured fish populations in restricted bodies of water and the ease by which pathogens
can be transmitted from one fish to another. Much of the economic loss is, however
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preventable with proper fish health management. Control measures have been
developed and tested but unfortunately most of these are applicable to the situation in

temperate regions. This book, dealing with parasites and diseases of cultured fish in the
tropics is timely and should find a ready audience.
The book draws on the experience of the First Tropical Fish Disease Workshop held in
Indonesia in 1978 and is aimed at the Indo-Pacific region of South-East Asia. The author
combines his personal experience with literature searches and contributions from
workers in the area and has produced a useful book. The book consists of some chapters
of general character and some dealing with more specialized topics. There are chapters
on fish anatomy, diagnosis, prophylaxis and therapy, diseases and parasites and pests. In
addition there is a list of books and papers for recommended reading, 6 pages of
references quoted in the text and an index.
As the tropical environment is poorly studied and certain to contain many unkown
pathogens, the author places emphasis on the general chapters and points out that the
remaining chapters are not comprehensive catalogues of the pathogen species in the
area. However, some illustrations and keys are provided to guide the users in
identification of some of the likely organisms.
This book is a general practical guide to all aspects of diseases of fish cultured in the
tropics.newline˜L.F. Khalil.
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