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Abstract : This historical study documents the resistance of the Filipinos to the Japanese on
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the island of Mindanao in the Philippines during World War II and discusses the contribution
which American servicemen and civilians made to the guerrilla fighting. The methodology
focuses upon a four-part model used to analyze the resistance movement: the island's
geography; Filipino culture; Japanese occupation policies; and external support provided by
United States forces in the Southwest Pacific Theater. The study concludes that Americans
played a vital role in the guerrilla organization on Mindanao. The analysis of the resistance
movement discusses the political nature of the decision to resist, the impact of harsh
occupation policies on the will of the Filipinos, the unique role American leadership played
in the development of the guerrilla organization, and the critical importance of external
support for the guerrillas. (Author)
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