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Abstract:

Poetry has an important role, especially with the Common Core State Standards, in teaching students to be critical thinkers. For

some students and some teachers, poetry can be intimidating because they think the meaning is a well-kept secret to which they are

not privy. Using children's poetry books as mentor texts can help break down the barriers that exist for middle and high school

students. The poetry books listed offer students the opportunity to see the power that exists in poetry and in their own lives.
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