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Cosmopolitan Domesticity:
Importing the American Dream, 1865-1920

KRISTIN HOGANSON

CONFRONTED BY THE GLOBALIZING DEVELOPMENTS of our time, historians of the
United States have become increasingly aware that the self-centered, exceptionalist
scholarship all too common in their field has provided an inadequate framework for
understanding the historical roots of contemporary transnationalism. Just as
significantly, historians of the United States—particularly cultural and social
historians—have been waking up to the ways in which the nation-centered
historiographical tradition has obscured the importance of empire in shaping U.S.
history. Although Americanists, true to their exceptionalist heritage, have held
themselves particularly accountable for nationally bounded histories, their interna-
tionalizing project has relevance for all historians who have framed their research
projects in national terms, and indeed, historians with other geographical special-
ties have raised similar doubts about the historiographical dominance of the nation
state.!

The efforts of U.S. and other historians to shed their provincialism for a more
international perspective have coincided with another significant historiographical
trend, this one among historians of international relations. Influenced by the
methods, findings, and underlying assumptions of social and cultural history,
international relations historians also have started to rethink their domain. Tired of
being dismissed as the methodological troglodytes of the historical profession and
conscious of cultural and social historians’ encroachments on their field, they have
1 would like to thank Elizabeth Abrams, Steven Biel, Mary Blanchard, Catherine Corman, Jim Cullen,
Charles Gammie, Hildegard Hoeller, T. 1. Jackson Lears, Jill Lepore, Martha McNamara, Mary Renda,
Laura Saltz, Alan Wallach, the American Historical Review editors and readers, and audiences at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the University of Montana, Ohio State, Smith, and Yale
for their insightful comments. I am indebted to Harvard University and the Winterthur Museum and
Library for research support and Eleanor Thompson for her reference expertise. Thomas Bender and
the La Pietra initiative deserve special thanks for expanding my conceptual horizons.
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