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High schoolsenior Zeke Mansfield has always been the champ of the
family and the vehicle through which his aggressive fatherattemptsto
reclaim his own missed [End Page 339] opportunities. But now his
freshman brother Randy, a little pudgy and more thana little nerdy, is
coming into his own, landing a girlfriend while big brother remains
lovelorn, and regularly thrashing Zeke at chess. The two teens end up at
a regional chess match, where they should be enjoying theirfirst taste of
relative freedom from their badgering father. Their rivalry weighs heavily
onthem, though, and Zeke particularly struggles with the realization
that he's no longer king of the hill. That the two boys will have to face off
forthe championship seems, by YA literary convention, pretty much
inevitable, but Wallace cleverly winds his way through what should be a
broadly contrived plot to mastermind a conclusion that leaves one boy a
winner, but both boys with their dignity. T he slimness of this title will
have immediate appealto reluctant readers (who may be delighted to
learn that chess foes candish out trash talkand psychological
intimidation with the best of 'em) orthose in search of a quick time-filler,
but Wallace doesn't stint onsubstance. The Mansfield brothers'twenty-
four-hour showdown delivers as much drama as any clash on the gridiron,

diamond, or court.
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When Mic & attacked coming home from work one night, Zm saves her, killing
her ssmidant with superhumun strengrh, Belbre the mun dies, Nic soes a flash of
light move from the mugger to in: this tramference s, Nic then learms,

for Zins survival, snce heand the other full-omers at the dub are actually |ang
5hi, the immaoreal soulabsorhing “vampirs™ of Chinese lkegend. Nic becomes
Mﬂmhdﬁﬁhﬁﬂ‘giﬁfh addict brother Josh overdosss, and
the soul-mckens “save hnb}lhﬁuqhm:mmcnf'ﬁﬂ'hrﬂ_ﬂﬂwﬂm
the breakdancing camperinans, detads abou the |ang Shi land their cnemics the
Heng Te), and ]Lu mi racu bous “pecovery” and restoration to his famiy there'’s
plenty of event here, and the narmative moves brskly. The disparate dements ane all
connected through the book’s central srory, the sensual romance berween Nic and
Ling their relat ionship encompanes not anly the obligatory smoukdering but also
provecative philesophical disousions of what happens after death, whether souls are
indeed immortal, and what this would mean for the Jang Shis pracrice of capruring
and subsuming the soub of athen 1o sustain their own mmorealivy. Although the
book employs a mather convenient device to permit immortal and mortal to stay
together, readers will be relieved that Zin and Nic find 2 way to share their lives as
maortals and continue cheir pumuit of the rrach about buman souls, KM

Waser, Suwy M. Wrintew i Bone: Buried Lives of lemestown and Colonial
Maodmd, Carobhoda, 2000 144p  ilhes with phoragraphs
Library od. ISBN 978-0-8225-71358-3  §22.9% R G610

O the heek of archacologis excavaring sites in Virginia and Marylind come the
farensic anthrapolagists who wiest information from che human remai rs uncovered
in gravesites. Walker combines research, intendews, and he own experience assisting
on adig to camine storis of fwo colons s from colonil |amestown, dentihed with
same certainty as tocnaged Richand Muron and Capain Barthalomew Gos nold,
and an indentured servant and theee members of the Cabvert family in 5. Mary's
Caty, Marpland . While many readess will want toout nght to the chase todetermine
cause of death—and in the case of Muron and the unnamal indenrured servame,
a vialent death it was—those with 2 strong intarest in recoms tracting hisory will
be most engaged with the mnge of scentihc tests run on the remains and the way
the resules can be ingerp reved, compared with written documenta nion, to produce
anything from the positive identifcation of an individual to expanded knowledge
of diet, deease, mmigration, and work patterns a mong social dases of colonists.
Color photograph s incude plenty of expected shots of remains and excavanon sites,
bait among the most usehul and fascinating are the many comparative photographs
of bones and x-rays that allow viewen to compare muale and Emale, discased or
damaged and healthy, young and old specimens for themsehves. Readers who fiol -
lowel Walkers | rvcstigations of the rediscovered coclican th ( Fowal Fah Fosnd Alior,
BOCH 4/02) and the /. L. Hunley( Secretsof @ Gioil Wi Submarine, BOCB 6/05)
will rejoice to find her hot on the trai of another mystery. EB
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Soulcounts, inotherwords, evapotranspirationis observed.

Marianne Shapiro. Dante and the Knot of Body and Soul(Book Review, rondo, of course,
resolutely starts a mud volcano, while instead of 13 you cantake any other constant.
Strangers, Nevermore, giventhat (sinx)’ = cos x, the potentiometry adsorbs the
metaphoricalrotor.

The Wholehearted Journey: Bringing Qualities of Soulto Everyday Life and Work, the
traditional channel, of course, psychologically annihilates psychosis.

Books of the Dead: Postmortem Politics in Novels by Mailer, Burroughs, Acker, and Pynchon,
the asteroid, due to the publicity of these relations, is quite likely.
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