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Less t han a decade a+er t he conclusion of  t he Civil War, nort hern
promot ers began pushing images of  a myt hic Sout h t o boost  t ourism. By
creat ing a hierarchical relat ionship based on region and race in which
nort herners were always superior, promot ers saw t ourist  dollars begin
flowing sout hward, but  t his cult ural const ruct ion was damaging t o
sout herners, part icularly African Americans.

Rebecca McInt yre focuses on t he years bet ween 1870 and 1920, a period
framed by t he war and t he growt h of  aut omobile t ourism. These years
were crit ical in t he creat ion of  t he Sout h’s modern ident it y, and she
reveals t hat  t ourism images creat ed by nort herners for nort herners had
as much e7ect  on making t he Sout h "sout hern" as did t he most  ardent
proponent s of  t he Lost  Cause. She also demonst rat es how nort hern
t ourism cont ribut ed t o t he worsening of  race relat ions in t he lat e
ninet eent h and early t went iet h cent uries.
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