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Abstract

Part II of this book describes nine bioregions and their fire regimes, beginning in the humid northwest and ending
the arid southeast. We start in Chapter 8 with the North Coast bioregion in northwestern portion of the state whe
numerous valleys and steep coastal and interior mountains create moisture gradients in response to numerous w
storms. In Chapter 9, we describe the Klamath Mountains bioregion, a complex group of mountain ranges and a
diverse flora. Tall volcanoes and extensive lava flows characterize the Southern Cascades (Chapter 10) and
Northeastern Plateaus (Chapter 11) bioregions. Immediately south of the Cascades is the Sierra Nevada bioregion
(Chapter 12), extending nearly half the length of the state. The Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers flow through br
interior valleys with extensive, nearly flat alluvial floors that constitute the Central Valley bioregion (Chapter 13). C
valleys and mountains and interior mountains are also typical of the Central Coast bioregion (Chapter 14). Southe
California with its coastal valleys and the prominent Transverse and Peninsular Ranges are included in Chapter 15
the South Coast bioregion. Finally, in Chapter 16, we discuss the vast southeast corner of California that constitute
Southeastern Deserts bioregion. Each bioregion is divided in ecological zones, which are defined by the interactio
biotic communities and soil, hydrology, climate, elevation, topography, and aspect. Within ecological zones can b
found vegetation alliances, defined by existing dominant or codominant plant species. Part II chapters describe
ecological zones and discuss fire regimes in different alliances. CHAPTER 8
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