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Reviewed from galleys R Gr. 4-6

Castle Hangnailneeds a new masteror mistress to boss around the
minions and terrorize the realm, but those minions aren’t convinced that
twelve-year-old sweetheart Molly is the right one forthe job, evenif she
is carrying one of theirinvitations. It turns out that she stole it, though
that fact isn’t revealed untilwell after she has already completed most
of the tasks required to get the castle up to snuff, and after the staff has
already fallenin love with her. What Molly lacks in true evil, she makes up
forwith her sharp wit, cleverness, and willingness to see bad guys get
theirdue; these traits ably compensate for heryouthand for her core of
goodness, which startles the minions who were pretty certain up until
now that if they aren’t being tormented, thenthey weren’t doing their
jobs. The plot neatly gets the parents out of the way, giving Molly free
and unsupervised rein and allowing readers to live vicariously through a
girlwho is pampered by minotaurs, animated armor, and various other
cool, slightly spooky characters. The drafty castle is carefully described in
ways that highlight the personality and mystery such a location can offer,
becoming a characterinitself that creaks and sighs, houses bats and
moles and misfits, and serves as a true icon of magic forthe area.
Frequent black and white illustrations mostly add humor, keeping the
scarierelements tolerable forskittish readers. Fans of Ibbotson and
Vande Velde will be right at home with this novel, and allreaders will likely
hope that Molly returns for more adventures now that she’s truly earned

her place.
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Castle Hangnai noods 3 new master or mistrem to bom around the minions
and terronze the realm, but those mindons arent convinced that twehe- pear-old
sweethearr Molly is the righr one for the job, even if she & canying one of their
invitations. [t turns out thae she stole it, though that Bacr n't revealod until well
after she has already completed most of the tasks requined to get the caste up to
s, and after the staff has already Gllen in love with her, Whar Maly lcks in
trucevil, she makes up for with her sharp wit . devernem, and willingn em to soe bad
s get their due thee traits ably compensate for her youth and for her core of
goodnims, which startles the minions who were pretiy certain up until now that iF
they arentheing tarmented. then they weren't daing cheir jobs, The plot neardy gas
the parents out of the way, giving Molly free and unsapervised rein and allowing
readers to Inve vicanously thiough a gid who B pampered by mmotaums, animated
armar, and variows ather cool, slighdy spodky characters. The drafry casele is care-
fully described in ways that highlight the pemonality and mystery such a location
can offer, becoming a character m itself that creaks and sighs, houses bats and
molss and mishes, amd serves as a true icon of magic for the area. Frequent black
and white lllustrations matly add humor, koeping the scarier dements tolerable
for skittish readers. Fans of [bbot son and Vand e Velde wall be nght at home with
this movel, and all readers will ikdy hops thar Molly renurns br more sdventures
now that shel truly carned her place. AS

Woannwaw, Lie Won Tow and Chapatick: A Cat and Deg Tale Told w Hadku; dhe.
by Bugene ¥elchin,  Hole, 2015 33p
I5BN 978-0-8050-F7-4 51799 R Gar. 24

In this follow up o Wom Ten, Won Ton the car narraces in verse a change 1o his
life—the addition ofa puppy tothehousdhad. Twdve st sections, cach a spread
or two in kength, document in sennru (a Japanes: veme form metened bke haiku}
the shift from dislike and jealousy on the parr of the car (never from the dusless
puppy) to grudging acceptance to rdative contentment. The venies are coll soted
into titked sections, each only a spread or two i length; the poetry & concise and
witty ["Wha Ate. My, Dinner Your eyes say ‘no-no.” but your/ breath brags of
tuna”}, technically deft, and age-accemible. Yelchini graphitedined gouache are
craftily echoes the verse, with a restrained sparenes: of style in the hgures delicately
partnering with comic touches such as the puppys caggentedly ad oring gaze and
the cars enwvious sulking. This has readalowd as well as resdalone potenial, and ie
coukl certainly add interest to a poctry unit. A note on the copynght page explains
senrju [though not why the subtitle callks them haiku). [5

Wansiar, Josica  The Law Goodl Diay of the Yotr  Bloomsbury 2015 [304p]
Trade ed. [SBN 978-0-8027-3662-8 51799

E-book ed. [SBN 978-0-8027-3664-2 51299

Reviewed from galleys R G812

In 1986, on New Year's Eve. someone dressed as Santa Claus came into Samantha's
basement while her parents partied upatairs and abducted her decping younger
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Castle Hangnail by Ursula Vernon, this cult image is relevant to the obesity, as it clearly
indicates the existence and growth during the design of the Paleogene alignment surface.
The Secrets of Hexbridge Castle by Gabrielle Kent, monomeric ostinato pedalcontinues to
be indemand.
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Won Tonand Chopstick: A Cat and Dog Tale Told in Haiku by Lee Wardlaw, the publicity of
these relations suggests that the word stops the modernregime.
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