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The  ris e  of profe s s ionalis m in the  U.S . arme d force s  has  be e n a hotly de bate d topic. S ome , like  S amue l P.
Hunting ton, be lie ve  that it e me rg e d in the  pos tbe llum e ra. Othe rs , like  William B. S ke lton, as s e rt that the
U.S . Army had the  ing re die nts  of a profe s s ion be fore  the  Civil War. This  s tudy conte nds  that the  U.S . Navy als o
e xhibite d profe s s ional qualitie s  be fore  the  Civil War. Be g inning  in 1845, it had a ce ntraliz e d s chool for
s e le cting  and training  o<ice rs  at Annapolis , Maryland. The n, at s e a, as  s tude nts  prog re s s e d from ye ar to
ye ar, the  navy as s e s s e d almos t s cie ntifically the ir abilitie s  as  o<ice r-traine e s .
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