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Abstract

The rise of professionalisminthe U.S.armed forces has beenahotlydebated topic. Some, like Samuel P.
Huntington, believe thatitemerged inthe postbellumera. Others, like William B. Skelton, assert that the
U.S. Army had the ingredients ofa professionbefore the Civil War. This study contends that the U.S. Navyalso
exhibited professional qualities before the CivilWar. Beginning in 1845, it had a centralized school for
selecting and training officers at Annapolis, Maryland. Then, atsea, as students progressed fromyearto
year, the navyassessed almostscientifically their abilities as officer-trainees.
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Abstmct
The riss of professionalism in he LS. ammad forces has bean a hotly
debated topkc. Some, ke Samusl P. Hunlinglon, belleve that it
eme gead in the posthelum era. Others, Boe Willam 8. Skelton, assen
thatthe U_S. Amy had the ingredients of a profes sion bedore the Chd
War. This study contends that the U.S. Naw also exhibiied profes-
sonal qualities before the Civll War. Beginning In 1845, it had a cen-
tralized school for selecting and training officers at Annapolis,

Maryland Then, atsea, as siudents progres sed from year 10 year, the
navy assessed alimost sckenilically their abiiles s officer-irainees.

DUCATION and tralning at the antebellum United States Naval

Academy show that the U.S. Navy estblkhed many of the elements
of a professlonal officer corps before the Civil War. Pivoral in the profes-
sional development of young naval officers were not only their raining
on shore, in a safe and strucmred environment, but also the ways the
navy integrated that training at sea, beginning in 1851, on summer prac-
tice cruises. Before the creatlon of the Naval School—later the Acad-
emy—at Annapolis, Marvland, in 15845, the U.S. Navy educansd ls voung
officers at sea, apprenticeship style. Onee indoctrinated into the sea
through on-the-job training, the midshipmen then studied at numerous

Mark . Humter received his PhD. in history fom idbe University of Thadl, United
Kimgdom, in 2004, under ithe supervision of Dr. Devid J. Starkey, maritine his-
torian. Ur. [lunder did b postdocioral studies st Memoria Universily of New-
foundband, Instituwte of Soeclal and Economic Hesearch, Ils research inbersis
indude maritime ad neaval hisiory, inchading the activity of marit ime non-state
actors such o pimbes and sougglens.
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