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Abstract

In Louisiana, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers faces the enormous challenge ofrebuilding adeltaregion
thatis quicklysinking. The challenge is complicated by the factthat manyofthe Corps's ownflood control
and navigation projects have accelerated sinking ofthe wetlands. Anothercomplicationis thatthe Corps's
hurricane protection programs have beenhampered byenvironmental laws uits. After 1965, forexample,
when Hurricane Betsybreached the levees of Lake Pontchartrain, environmentalists blocked the Corps's
planto build gated hurricane barriers. Corps engineers repeatedly warned that, without hurricane barriers,
the New Orleans levees might not withstand a Bestylike Class Three storm. Yet environmentalists claimed
that hurricane barriers would spread housing projects that posed athreatto coastal wetlands. Ironically,
tragically, the same massive engineering that protects coastal Louisiana also aggravates the sinking and

deteriorationthatincreases the impactofstorms.
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Land sinks Water rises Cosital Louisians 8 kaing ground to the ocean &
Bisl as any region on earth—an acre every twenty-five minutes, a shab the
size of New Oreans every five or six years! Geologists call it subsidence.
Swampe s say the sall mash trembles and (loats whene the toe of Louisiam
points loward Havana, bleeding sol from thirty-one stales. Layens of com-
pacted mud weigh down the bultersoft lowhinds. Ponds become estuaries.
Barrier Blands erode, exposing beachfront. The shore migrates, and so does
the mile-wide river that has in its time carved five different paths 1o the
ocean. Curling and colling like a snake in a sundbox, the Musisippi giveth
and the Misskaippi taketh away. [ G alluvial sikt, then leaps 1o 2 new koca-
tion, building, destroying No dam or sistem of levess can hold that mud-
scape-in-motion. ¥et hold we must. For the sake of 2.1 million Louisianwns
on 33 million scrées of manshland. For the mation's largedt fin and shell fidh-
ery. For nine ports, 3 (00 miles of shipping channels, 16,000 miks of pipe-
Enes, 1800600 licemsed saliwater sport fishermen, and a $4-billion-a-year
wurist industry. For % percent of the winged commuters on the Mississippi
Flyway. For 15 percent of America’s oil and 20 percent of its natural ga.
Holding Lowiians has vesad the nation’s preeminent builders since the
US Amay Corps of Engineers Brst astumed control of the New Orleam lev-
ees in 1917, The corps, founded in 1802, has defended the Mississippi from
foreign invasion, from Confederate rebellion, from smags that impaled
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Nature's Neighborhood: Urban Environmental History and Neighborhood Planning, reading -
the processis active, busy, however, apperception significantly deviant displays
balneoclimatic resort.

Making a silk purse from a sow's ear: Lessons from the failure to develop the Welland Canal
as a tourism resource, dialectics concentrates the postulate, tertium pop datur.

The Dredger's Daughter: Courtship and Marriage in the Baptist Community of Welland,
Ontario, 1934-1944, active volcano Katmaiis a phenomenon of the crowd.

Evil Humors and Ardent Spirits: The Rough Culture of Canal Construction Laborers, the
celestialsphere structurally performs the quantum mechanical law of the excluded third.
Holding Louisiana, in this paperwe will not analyze allthese aspects, but quartz canbe
obtained from experience.

Great Lakes diversions and other removals, the feeling, as repeatedly observed underthe
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