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Abstract
Varnishes of Italian violins and other historical stringed instruments have been analyzed
by energy-dispersive X-ray fluorescence (EDXRF). T he instruments whose varnishes
were to be analyzed were chosen from the collection kept in MusÃ©e de la Musique in
Paris. Direct analyses were performed on instrument varnishes, without any sampling
and non-destructively, showing inorganic elements such as lead, mercury and iron that
could be related to siccatives or pigments. Analytical results and their comparison with
old formulae or traditional recipes of violin varnishes, as with the few previous analytical
results, will be discussed.
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