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Abstract

Postcolonial, transnational curriculum should value the experiences and
knowledge of everyday lives, understanding the space of “interlanguage and
intercultural differences” (Aoki, 2003, p. 6). Elsewhere in this issue, William
Pinar says of Ted Aoki, “He is questing (rather than questioning) for the
‘original ground of curriculum as a human study’”. The focus of my writing is
on language in a socio-cultural context. It amazes me how much everyday life
and language are interwoven, especially that language which is unspeakable
or untranslatable. During the summer of 2004, I returned to Japan to visit
family and attend my fifty-year class reunion, which gave me the opportunity
to revisit and reflect on the past and present. Like Hongyu Wang (2004)
revisiting Beijing, I felt estranged from my homeland. Asanuma (1999) says,
“Meaning is created out of the knowledge of past experiences and one’s
interaction with others” (p.23). The idea that our lives are composed not only
of major events but the countless little events intrigued me and I could not
help but keep note of them. This paper describes my struggle from the in-
between spaces of insider/outsider, in multiple re-writings of tangled
memories. I recorded the day-to-day happenings in a diary. I drew on the
poetic discourse of Haiku as I felt that diary entries, alone, would
inadequately convey the deep-felt emotions in these moments. A poetic
discourse of the mundane of everyday life “seikatsu tsuzurikata” (daily diary)
becomes an invocation for “questing” in-between languages and cultures. �� ����
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