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The t heat re is not  a set  of  separat e kinds of  plays for di7erent
ages, but  a cont inuous art  form, invit ing an increasing
sophist icat ion.

Moses Goldberg, Children's Theatre: A

Philosophy and A Method

Throughout  his careers as a children's playwright  and as a direct or of
children's t heat re, Moses Goldberg has focused on t he personal and
aest het ic development  of  children as audience members. Drawing on his
t raining in development al psychology, Goldberg has at t empt ed t o
delineat e t he st ages and changes t hat  charact erize children's needs and
int erest s in t he t heat re in light  of  bot h t heir emot ional and int ellect ual
development  and t heir nat ural inclinat ion, from a very early age, t o
represent  and int erpret  t heir experiences t hrough play and
dramat izat ion.

Appropriat ely, he calls his approach Development al Theat re, a concept
t hat  encompasses a considerat ion of  t he evolut ion and hist ory of
t heat re as a social phenomenon and t he ways in which t heat re a7ect s
t he percept ions and at t it udes of  t he playgoers. In his essay "The
Theat re: A Side View," Goldberg posed t he quest ions t hat  guide t he
pract it ioner of  Development al Theat re: "How does t he t heat re become
increasingly relevant  t o t he life of  t he growing individual?" and "How does
t he art  of  t heat re emerge from our basic inner needs?" (127; 128).

Quest ions such as t hese, Goldberg believes, would require a change in
t he perspect ive from which t heat re crit ics usually operat e. Tradit ionally,
t he t endency has been t o describe what  Goldberg has called t he
"surface manifest at ions of  t heat re," such as forms and st yles of
present at ion and play t ext . In cont rast , a crit ic approaching dramat ic art
from a development al perspect ive would be concerned wit h t heat re as
an ongoing process, examining, for example, t he t ransformat ions t hat
t heat re has gone t hrough in various eras of  hist ory, and t he st ages in
aest het ic mat urat ion t hat  can be nurt ured by t he t heat re experience.

In order t o invest igat e t he lat t er—namely, how aest het ic mat urit y



develops in t he t heat re—Goldberg has argued for t he est ablishment  of
a t heat re t hat  would funct ion as an experiment al research laborat ory, in
which t he expert ise and met hods of  t he t heat re art ist  and t he
behavioral scient ist  would be used t o discover how part icular
charact erist ics of  plays a7ect  audience members at  di7erent  st ages in
t heir development , and, consequent ly, how specific charact erist ics of
t he playgoer can guide t heat re art ist s in t heir e7ort  t o develop plays
t hat  are bot h ent ert aining and personally relevant . For example, t he
playwright  who works in a development al t heat re laborat ory could st udy
such fact ors as t he nat ure of  t he audience's ident if icat ion wit h st age
charact ers of  varying ages, it s responses t o part icular performance
st yles, play t opics and t hemes, and t he degree t o which t he age of  t he
playgoer det ermines his or her response.

It  is wit hin t his philosophical and art ist ic framework t hat  Goldberg
cont inues t o develop what  he has described in Children's Theatre: A
Philosophy and A Method as "a 'mast er plan' for t he child's t heat rical
exposure" (101). Translat ed int o t heat re pract ice, Goldberg's plan is a
carefully sequenced cont inuum of t heat re experiences t hat  is root ed in
his sense of  t he changing needs, concerns, and int erest s of  children from
early childhood t hrough adolescence. The aut hor of  over t went y plays
and t he direct or of  at  least  t wice t hat  number, Goldberg has developed
his t heat re pieces for specif ic audiences in order t o nurt ure t heir
sophist icat ion as playgoers and t o increase t heir knowledge of  various
t heat re forms and st yles. And alt hough he has been crit ical of
pract it ioners of  children's t heat re in t his count ry who, in merely set t ing
out  t o cat er t o t he int erest s of  children, sacrif ice sincerit y t o
market abilit y, he believes it  is possible t o writ e for children wit hout
necessarily writ ing down t o t hem. He addressed t his issue in Children's
Theatre: A Philosophy and A Method when he wrot e

It  is not  wrong t o know one's audience . . . . What  is wrong, in my
opinion, is t o allow one's concept ions of  t he audience t o dict at e
complet ely t he mat erial and t reat ment  of  t he play . . . . The
creat ive art ist 's f irst  dut y, as ant i-social as it  may seem, is t o



himself, t o his art . If  he pleases bot h himself  and his audience, he
ought  t o. But  he can...
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