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The  ide a of including  a volume  de vote d to  the  le tte rs  be twe e n S haw and S idne y and Be atrice  We bb in the
S haw Corre s ponde nce  s e rie s  mus t have  be e n s e lf-re comme nding , s o  it is  not s urpris ing  to  dis cove r that
one  was  commis s ione d s ome  time  ag o by the  orig inal e ditor of the  s e rie s , the  late  Pe rcy S mith. No political
frie nds hip was  more  important to  S haw than that with S idne y We bb. It is  the  e quivale nt in s ig nificance  of his
frie nds hips  with William Arche r or G ranville  Barke r. And, as  the  volume  that has  now e me rg e d s hows , this  is  a
corre s ponde nce  that las te d long e r than any othe r in S haw's  long  life , s panning  more  than s ixty ye ars . It
be g ins  with a le tte r from S idne y We bb thre e  ye ars  aBe r the y me t and e nds  with a 19 46  le tte r als o  from
S idne y jus t ove r a ye ar be fore  he  die d and four be fore  S haw's  de ath.

S haw and We bb firs t me t in 1880 . We bb and S ydne y Olivie r (Laure nce  Olivie r's  uncle ), tog e the r with G raham
Wallas , we re , S haw late r s aid, "the  Thre e  Mus ke te e rs  of Fabianis m, with mys e lf as  D'Artag nan." The  Fabian
S ocie ty e me rg e d from the  le B-wing  s e ctarianis m of the  1880 s  as  a s trong  political force ." The  four
mus ke te e rs  we re  indis pe ns able  to  the  s tature  the  Fabian S ocie ty e s tablis he d in its  e arly ye ars , particularly
with the  publication [End P a g e  2 4 2 ] of Fabian Essays in 1889 . The  e ditor was  S haw and five  of the  e ig ht
e s s ays  we re  writte n by the  four. S haw als o wrote  the  brie f Pre face , which e nde d with the  words : "The re  are
at pre s e nt no authoritative  te ache rs  of S ocialis m. The  e s s ayis ts  make  no claim to  be  more  than
communicative  le arne rs ." The  Essays we re  re printe d in 19 0 8 (ne w Pre face  by S haw), 19 20  (Introduction by
We bb), 19 31 (Pre face  by S haw), and in a Jubile e  e dition in 19 48, with a ne w Pos ts cript by S haw, e ntitle d
"S ixty Ye ars  of Fabianis m." In addition to  the  five  e s s ays , be twe e n 1884 and 189 2, more  than s e ve nty-five
pe rce nt of the  firs t forty-thre e  Fabian Tracts , as  the y we re  calle d, we re  the  work of the  mus ke te e rs : We bb
wrote  twe nty-four, S haw s e ve n, and Olivie r and Wallas  one  e ach.

Both We bb and Olivie r we re  civil s e rvants , which s ome what inhibite d the ir ability to  participate  in politics
publicly, and may have  e ncourag e d the  notion of e ducating  and influe ncing  whate ve r political party would
lis te n to  the ir ide as ; he nce  the  e mphas is  on pamphle ts  and tracts , which the  Fabian S ocie ty publis he d in
abundance . Whe n he  marrie d, S idne y We bb was  pe rs uade d by his  wife  to  re s ig n his  c ivil-s e rvice  pos ition
and de vote  hims e lf to  writing  and politics . Olivie r be came  a colonial g ove rnor—s hade s  of He ctor Hus habye
and Misalliance's  S umme rhays —and thus  put hims e lf at a g re ate r dis tance  from the  local political fray. We bb
and S haw, on the  othe r hand, both e nte re d municipal politics  in the  189 0 s  and we re  e le cte d in diKe re nt
London boroug hs , S haw to  the  S t. Pancras  Ve s try and Boroug h Council, until he  los t his  run for re -e le ction in
19 0 2, We bb to  the  London County Council for De ptford until, in 19 10 , he  de cide d not to  re -oKe r. Wallas  was
als o brie fly a me mbe r of the  L.C.C.

Be atrice  Potte r, whom We bb marrie d in 189 2, was  one  of a family of brilliant s is te rs . I once  trie d to  as k Kitty
Mug g e ridg e , Be atrice 's  nie ce , about the  We bbs . S pe aking  of S idne y, s he  s aid e mphatically: "He  was  the
de vil, that man—the Devil." But what the n, I purs ue d, attracte d Be atrice  to  him. "Oh," s he  s aid, "it was  powe r,
s he e r powe r." Ale x Michalos  and De borah PoK  provide  a more  de taile d, care ful, and altog e the r more
pe rs uas ive  account of Be atrice 's  e ve ntual ag re e me nt to  marry We bb. No doubt, thoug h, s he  was  attracte d
by his  powe rful inte lle ct. Whe n one  of the  We bbs ' s e cre tarie s  re tire d, he  was  pre s e nte d with a s e t of
Encyclopaedia Britannica; S haw quippe d that...
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Language and cont rol in children's lit erat ure, according t o opinion of  known philosophers, a
cult  of  personalit y immut able.
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dishes are common soups and brot hs, but  served t hem rarely, however Bose condensat e
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