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“You are about  t o ent er a new genre, t hat  of  scient if ic fables, by which I
don’t  mean science f ict ion, or false st ories about  science, but , on t he
cont rary, t rue ways of  underst anding how di icult  it  is t o f igure out  what
animals are up t o.” —Bruno Lat our, form t he Foreword

Is it  all right  t o urinat e in front  of  animals? What  does it  mean when a
monkey t hrows it s feces at  you? Do apes really know how t o ape? Do
animals form same-sex relat ions? Are t hey t he new celebrit ies of  t he
t went y-first  cent ury? This book poses t went y-six such quest ions t hat
st ret ch our preconceived ideas about  what  animals do, what  t hey t hink
about , and what  t hey want .

In a delight ful abecedarium of t went y-six chapt ers, Vinciane Despret
argues t hat  behaviors we ident ify as separat ing humans from animals do
not  act ually properly belong t o humans. She does so by exploring
incredible and o en funny advent ures about  animals and t heir
involvement s wit h researchers, farmers, zookeepers, handlers, and ot her
human beings. Do animals have a sense of  humor? In reading t hese
st ories it  is evident  t hat  t hey do seem t o t ake perverse pleasure in
creat ing scenarios t hat  unset t le even t he great est  of  expert s, who in
t urn devise newer and riskier hypot heses t hat  invariably lead t hem t o
conclude t hat  animals are not  nearly as dumb as previously t hought .

These de ly t ranslat ed account s oblige us, along t he way, t o engage in
bot h et hology and philosophy. Combining serious scholarship wit h humor
t hat  will resonat e wit h anyone, t his book—wit h a foreword by not ed
French philosopher, ant hropologist , and sociologist  of  science Bruno
Lat our—is a must  not  only for specialist s but  also for general readers,
including dog owners, who will never look at  t heir canine companions t he
same way again.
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