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Randall Ingram

Each word in the  phras e  "the  his tory of the  book" rais e s  que s tions , e ve n the  de finite  article s : What doe s
"the " book look like ?  How is  it made ?  How is  it re ad?  Who or what dis ting uis he s  "the " book from "a" book?
S ure ly the  founding  s cholars  of "the  his tory of the  book" did not me an for the s e  de finite  article s  to  be  re ad
s o lite rally or s o  archly, and in practice , s cholars  like  Rog e r Chartie r and Rog e r Darnton privile g e  s tudy of
particular books  ove r g e ne raliz ations  about "the " book.  But in dis cus s ions  of s e ve nte e nth-ce ntury Eng lis h
lite rary books  the s e  innocuous  article s  s ome time s  as s ume  the ir de finitive  force . Be n Jons on is  s aid to  have
(re -)inve nte d the  book with his  Workes (16 16 ), and the  s ig nificance  of late r books  s e e ms  to  de pe nd upon
the ir conforming  to  Jons on's  (re -)inve ntion: s ince  Jons on's  folio  is  a monume ntal colle ction care fully
s e le cte d and arrang e d to  e ns hrine  the  achie ve me nts  of a monadic, proprie tary author, s o, too, will othe r
e xample s  of the  book be  cra e d monume nts  that e ithe r, in the  cas e  of pos thumous  e ditions , arrang e  and
pre s e rve  the  authors ' re mains , or, in the  cas e  of books  publis he d during  the ir authors ' life time s , ce le brate
accomplis hme nts  s o  far and anticipate  the  future  g lorie s  of ris ing  poe ts .  Limite d to  this  unde rs tanding  of
"the " book, accounts  of lite rary books  in s e ve nte e nth-ce ntury Eng land can re trace  a familiar line  that be g ins
with Jons on's  Workes and runs  throug h s uch points  as  S hake s pe are 's  Firs t Folio  (16 23), He rbe rt's  The Temple
(16 33), Donne 's  Poems (both 16 33 and 16 35), and Humphre y Mos e le y's  publications  of the  16 40 s  and 16 50 s ,
e s pe cially Milton's  Poems (16 45).  This  line ar his tory of books  obvious ly re a irms  the  ce ntrality of canonical
authors ; major write rs , be s ide s  be ing  major write rs , s e e m als o to  have  be e n the  ag e nts  or the  be ne ficiarie s
of crucial te chnolog ical innovations . And althoug h this  line  of major books  has  e e ctive ly s hown that "the "
book, as  the  idiom g oe s , has  a his tory, it s lig hts  the  many lite rary books  that s e e m to have  nothing  but a
[End P a g e  10 1] his tory, that s e e m to e xe rt no influe nce  on mode rn unde rs tanding s  of books , authors hip,
and re ade rs hip.

Marg are t Cave ndis h's  de but in print, Poems, and Fancies (16 53), is  one  of many s uch books . Althoug h Poems,
and Fancies s e e ms  to  have  be e n re markable  for Cave ndis h's  conte mporarie s  (it is , a e r all, a folio  of s e cular
poe ms  publis he d by an e xile d marchione s s  during  the  firs t ye ar of the  Prote ctorate ), he r book is  rare ly
analyz e d in s urve ys  of s e ve nte e nth-ce ntury books  of poe try. Cave ndis h's  firs t book ne ve rthe le s s  invite s
s uch analys is , for its  famous  pre fatory mate rial s hape s  the  book's  place  among  othe r books  publis he d in
the  mid-s e ve nte e nth ce ntury. Be caus e  pre face s  re cord e me rg ing  as s umptions  about the  production,
circulation, and prope r us e  of te xts , the y have  long  be e n important archive s  for the oris ts  and for his torians
of e arly mode rn lite rature , s uch as  W. W. G re g , whos e  colle ction of "Pre face s  and S uch" to  e arly mode rn
plays  re fle cts  a comple x varie ty of trans actions  among  authors , re ade rs , re g ulatory ag e nts , and s tatione rs .

 Rog e r Chartie r has  arg ue d more  re ce ntly that pre fatory mate rial re ve als  authors ' and publis he rs '
s trate g ie s  for s e curing  prope r appre ciation of the ir books , s o  that pre face s  o e r s pe cific  e vide nce  about
conte mporary writing , publis hing , and re ading .  Cave ndis h's  firs t pre face s  according ly re g is te r he r initial
unde rs tanding s  of authors hip, re ade rs hip, and print, and he r unde rs tanding s  di e r s harply from thos e
pre s e nte d by that e xe mplar of "the " book, Humphre y Mos e le y, the  s tatione r whom Ann Bayne s  Coiro  has
jus tly calle d "the  le ading  purve yor of hig h lite rary culture  in the  s e ve nte e nth ce ntury."  Cave ndis h and
Mos e le y de fine  the ir conce pts  of books  in pre face s , and the  profound di e re nce s  be twe e n the ir de finitions
de mons trate  that, howe ve r te le olog ical twe ntie th-ce ntury accounts  may be come , the  book was  s till unde r
active  ne g otiation almos t fi y ye ars  a e r Jons on is  s aid to  have  (re -)inve nte d it. This  active  ne g otiation
complicate s  s we e ping  claims  about "the " book, and inde e d, Poems, and Fancies de fie s  critical and
his toriog raphic...
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