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The ret rieval of  pat rist ic biblical exegesis has become somet hing of  a
growt h indust ry in early Christ ian st udies. The current  level of  int erest  is
at t ribut able t o at  least  six major development s since t he middle of  t he
t went iet h cent ury. First , in t he 1943 encyclical Divino A�lante Spiritu,
Pope Pius XII st rongly encouraged t he st udy of  pat rist ic exegesis along
wit h modern hist orical-crit ical met hods.  Second, t he ressourcement
emphasis of  t he nouvelle théologie movement  in mid-t went iet h-cent ury
Cat holic t heology sought  a renewal of  t he Church t hrough ret rieval of
t he classical sources of  t he Christ ian fait h.  The work of  Henri de Lubac in
part icular wit hin t hat  movement  highlight ed t he cont inuing relevance of
pat rist ic perspect ives on t he int erpret at ion of  script ure.  Third, t he 1969
[End Page 95] St rasbourg colloquy on "The Bible in t he Fat hers" focused
int ernat ional at t ent ion on t he import ance of  t he t opic and t he need for
ongoing research.  Fourt h, post war int eract ion bet ween Christ ian and
Jewish scholarship has produced a burgeoning lit erat ure comparing lat e
ant ique Jewish and Christ ian readings of  t heir common sacred t ext , t he
Hebrew Bible.  Fi:h, t here has emerged a post modern consciousness of
t he limit s of  hist orical-crit ical met hodologies for biblical int erpret at ion.
While some int erpret ers have at t empt ed t o move beyond t hese limit s
t hrough various synchronic met hodologies, ot hers have sought  aid from
pre-modern readings of  script ure. Represent at ive of  t he lat t er quest
are t wo major ant hology project s current ly underway: The Ancient
Christian Commentary on Scripture, edit ed by Thomas Oden and
published by Int erVarsit y Press, and The Church's Bible, edit ed by Robert
Wilken and slat ed for publicat ion by William B. Eerdmans.  [End Page 96]

A sixt h fact or, and t he subject  of  t he present  not e, is t he product ion
of a growing number of  t ools t hat  facilit at e t he ret rieval of  pat rist ic
exegesis. It  is now much easier t han ever t o locat e biblical cit at ions,
allusions, and comment ary in ancient  Christ ian writ ers. I will address t he
merit s and limit at ions of  t hese print  and elect ronic resources, using as a
t est  case t he "parable of  t he householder" in Mat t  13.52. It s brevit y, t he
lack of  synopt ic parallels, t he presence of  dist inct ive keywords, and it s
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relat ive infrequency of  cit at ion make it  an ideal t ext  for a concise
comparison of  t he result s obt ained t hrough t he use of  t hese t ools.

I. Print Resources for the Retrieval of Patristic Biblical
Exegesis

For t he researcher working any t ime prior t o 1975 t o locat e references t o
Mat t  13.52 in early Christ ian lit erat ure t hrough t he eight h cent ury, t he
best  set  of  t ools would have been t he index volumes of  t he Migne
Patrologiae Cursus Completus.  An index of  t he 161 volumes of  t he
Patrologia Graeca (PG) was prepared in 1912 by Ferdinand Cavallera.  A
sect ion on Scriptura Sacra list s ninet een Greek pat rist ic comment aries
on Mat t hew.  If  one consult s each of  t hese for comment ary on 13.52,
one discovers t hat  only t he comment aries by Origen, John Chrysost om,
and Cyril of  Alexandria t reat  t hat  passage.

The 217 volumes of  t he Patrologia Latina (PL) are indexed in volumes
218 t hrough 221. A general comment ary index list s t went y-nine Lat in
comment aries on Mat t hew, and an index of  specif ic chapt ers of  each
biblical book list s eight  t reat ment s of  chapt er 13.  Specific verses
wit hin chapt ers are not  indexed. Perusal of  t hese comment aries for
int eract ion wit h 13.52 discovers f ive references for t hat  t ext : one in
Hilary of  Poit iers, t wo in Jerome, one in August ine, and one in Bede. [End
Page 97]

Four supplement al volumes for PL t hat  appeared bet ween 1958 and
1967 as Patrologia Latina Supplementum (PLS) are indexed in a f i:h
volume, published in 1974, which does cont ain an index of  biblical
cit at ions referenced by chapt er and verse. This index list s seven
cit at ions of  Mat t  13.52: t wo in Gregory of  Elvira, one in a t reat ise
ascribed t o an unknown Pont ius Maximus, one in Avit us of  Vienne, t wo in
Pelagius, and one in Defensor.

It  is t herefore possible t o locat e pat rist ic references t o Mat t  13.52
using t he various index volumes of  t he Migne pat rology, but  such work
would be hindered by t hree major limit at ions. First , wit h t he except ion...
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