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In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

Self-Deceptionand Superiority Complex: Derangement of HierarchyinJane Austen's Emma Shinobu Minma In
Jane Austen's novels we frequentlyencounter characters who disguise theirreal motives and intentions. In
many cases the disguise is anunconscious one;unconsciouslytheyreplace unpalatable motives with
palatable ones, and thusjustifyto themselves theirownunpalatable acts. General Tilneyis anabsolute
despot, but he usuallyexercises controloverothers covertly. Inthe scene ofthe conducted tour, he first
takes Catherine outdoors, saying he "yields" to herwishes as ifitwere "against his owninclination";lin fact,
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itis the General himselfwho wishes to go out, foritis his usual hourfora walk. Itis indeed customary for the
Generalto impose his willuponothers underthe coverofsome specious pretexts. This sort ofdissimulation
isalso discernible inDarcyin his act ofseparating BingleyfromJane. In his letterto Elizabeth he asserts that
he did itsolelyforBingley's sake. The reasons he adduces fordisapproving ofthe unionare convincing ; but
itis certainlynotBingley's advantage alone thatactuates Darcyto force himto give up Jane. Priding himse If
on his abilities , he loves to dictate to others; this motivationis hidden, however, from himselfas wellas from
others underthe plausible pretextofsaving Bingley. Afurtherand yet more impressive instance of
rationalizationis found in Sir Thomas Bertram. Sir Thomas is a manin 1Jane Austen, NorthangerAbbey, p. 177.
References toJane Austen's works are to The Noveh ofJane Austen, ed.R.W. Chapman, 5vols, 3rd edition
(London: Oxford University Press, 1932-34). References to Austen's novels otherthan Emma are indicated by
theirinitial letters. EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY FICTION, Volume 14, Number1,October200150EIGHTEENTH-
CENTURY FICTION whoma strong moralsense and worldlyambitions coexist,and onoccasions—especially
onoccasions ofimportance—his moralsense is temporarilysuspended. After the departure of Maria and
Julia, Henry Crawford's courtship of Fanny becomes the mainfocus ofthe story, and the part Sir Thomas plays
inthis episode is veryimportant, thoughbyno means conspicuous. After noticing Crawford's particular
attention to his niece, Sir Thomas, "though infinitely above scheming or contriving" (MP, p. 238), encourages
the intercourse with the Parsonage, holds the ballat his house, and, in providing favourable opportunities
forthe young man, paves the way for his proposal. His objectinthese exercises is ofcourse to realize the
"advantageous" union {MP, p.238); Fannyis aninstrument for e xte nding his family's "respectable alliances"
(MP, p.20). But all the while he continues to disguise this motivation from himsef At first he willnoteven
admitto himselfthat he is "scheming or contriving "; he persuades himelfthat the ballis held to gratify
"William's desire ofseeing Fannydance" (MP, p.252). Then,obliged to acknowledge his intent, he deludes
himselfinto believing thatitis for Fanny's sake. When he communicates Crawford's proposalto Fanny, he
imagines that "he mustbe gratifying herfar more than himself (MP, p. 314); and when confronted with her
refusal, he flings quite unreasonable accusations at her. GeneralTilney, Darcy, and Sir Thomas—the
repeated portrayal ofsubtle selfjustificationinthese characters indicatesJane Austen's deep interestin
this be haviour pattern, and to the list ofthose selfdeceiving characters, we canadd yetanothername,
EmmaWoodhouse . Emma was writte nimmediately after Mansfield Park, and this time the heroine herself
exhibits thattendencyto dissemble herreal motives, the mostnotable instance of whichis found inher
attempt at match-making. In her officious efforts to make a match betweenHarrietand Elton, Emma
persuades herselfinto believing thatshe is acting for Harriet's sake. Ontheirfirst meeting Emma decides to
"notice " this girl, and hatches the scheme then, as she later admits, of match-making for heras "a verykind
undertaking" (p.24). Then, to carry out this "friendly arrangement ofherown" (p. 31), she tactfullyleads
Harrietinto refusing Robert Martin's proposal.Indeed, herbeliefinherown...
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