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In he r now s tandard work on the  his tory of the  Holocaus t, the  Is rae li his torian Le ni Yahil as ke d why o icial
re cog nition of the  ong oing  mas s  murde r did not le ad to  re s cue  and ce s s ation of the  killing s . "Why," s he
as ke d, "we re  the  Naz is  able  to  continue  the  imple me ntation of the  final s olution of the  proble m of Europe an
Je wry until the  e nd of the  war almos t without impe dime nt? "  During  the  war and in Ang lo-Ame rican s cholarly
and public  dis cours e  about it a e rward, the  phras e  "the  Allie s " came  to  be  unde rs tood to  me an only the
We s te rn two-thirds  of the  anti-Hitle r coalition. The  de bate  about what "the  Allie s " could have  done  to  s top or
hinde r the  murde r of the  Je ws  als o re maine d a s ole ly "Ang lo-Ame rican" dis cus s ion.  He nce  it has  ne g le cte d
the  S ovie t Union, the  wartime  ally with the  larg e s t military force s  on land and in the  air and ne are s t to  the
Naz i e xte rmination camps  and killing  fie lds . Le ading  his torians  of the  S ovie t military in World War II or of the
Holocaus t have  not dis cus s e d what the  S ovie t arme d force s  could have  done  to  s top the  Holocaus t.  This
[End P a g e  9 13 ] g ap, which has  only be come  more  g laring  in lig ht of re ce nt s cholarly de ve lopme nts , ne e ds
to be  clos e d.

His torians  of G e rman policy and s trate g y have  de mons trate d that the  his tory of World War II and of the
Holocaus t mus t be  unde rs tood in clos e  conne ction with e ach othe r.  Furthe rmore , his torians  in the  Unite d
S tate s , G re at Britain, and G e rmany have  pointe d out the  Eas te rn Front's  ce ntrality to  the  war as  a whole ,
the re by dis placing  e arlie r, more  provincial Ang lo-Ame rican narrative s .  This  de e pe ne d focus  both on the
inte rs e ction of the  war and the  Holocaus t and on the  Eas te rn Front impe ls  us  to  addre s s  the  s ame  que s tions
re g arding  "Aus chwitz  and the  Allie s " to  the  S ovie t military that have  be e n addre s s e d to  the  policie s  of the
Unite d S tate s  and Britain. Las tly, re s e arch of the  pas t two de cade s  has  s hown that the  Allie s , in particular
the  inte llig e nce  s e rvice s  of Britain and the  Unite d S tate s , we re  be tte r informe d about many de tails  of the
Holocaus t than was  pre vious ly thoug ht.

Dis cus s ion about what the  S ovie t Union could have  done  to  s top the  Holocaus t s hould be g in with the
re cog nition of the  following  facts  about the  Eas te rn Front in World War II. As  G e rhard We inbe rg  s uccinctly
puts  it, from 22 June  19 41 to  May 19 45, "the  majority of the  fig hting  of the  whole  war took place  on the  Eas te rn
Front: more  pe ople  foug ht and die d the re  than on all the  othe r fronts  of the  war around the  g lobe  put
tog e the r."  As  a re s ult of [End P a g e  9 14 ] the  racial "war of e xte rmination" that Hitle r wag e d ag ains t what
the  Naz is  calle d the  Untermenschen of Eas te rn Europe  and the  S ovie t Union, his torians  now be lie ve  that 25
million citiz e ns  of the  S ovie t Union we re  kille d; at mos t one -third we re  military pe rs onne l.  Ye t this  inclus ion
of the  Eas te rn dime ns ions  of the  war has  not ye t e xte nde d to  re s e arch on the  S ovie t military and the
Holocaus t. Martin G ilbe rt's  19 82 book, Auschwitz and the Allies, e xamine d the  policie s  of the  Unite d S tate s
and G re at Britain and s e t the  patte rn for the  s ubs e que nt de bate . This  We s te rn-ce ntric  vie w has  be come
incre as ing ly di icult to  s us tain in lig ht of the  above -me ntione d work on the  importance  of the  Eas te rn Front.
Eve n now, in 20 0 3, the re  is  no s cholarly de bate  or e xte ns ive  lite rature  about what the  S ovie t arme d force s
could have  done  to  s top the  Holocaus t.

Thoug h we  do not have  a book de vote d s ole ly to  what the  S ovie t le ade rs hip kne w about the  Final S olution,
the re  is  g ood re as on to  as s ume  that the y kne w quite  a bit. Firs t, Richard Bre itman and Walte r Laque ur have
s hown that Britis h...
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