The NaziExtermination Camps andthe Allyto ~ Download Here
the East: Could the Red Army and Air Force
Have Stopped or Slowed the Final Solution.

m NO INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION

D — -

) The Nazi Extermination Camps and the Ally to the East:

Could the Red Army and Air Force Have Stopped or Slowed the

Final Solution?
Jeffrey Herf

Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History
Slavica Publishers

Volume 4, Number4, Fall2003 (New Series)
pp.913-930

10.1353/kri.2003.0059

ARTICLE

View Citation

In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

Kritika: Explorationsin Russian and Eurasian History 4.4 (2003) 913-930


#skip_target
/account/authenticate
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
http://blogttn.info/dspace/mx/VGhlIE5hemkgRXh0ZXJtaW5hdGlvbiBDYW1wcyBhbmQgdGhlIEFsbHkgdG8gdGhlIEVhc3Q6IENvdWxkIHRoZSBSZWQgQXJteSBhbmQgQWlyIEZvcmNlIEhhdmUgU3RvcHBlZCBvciBTbG93ZWQgdGhlIEZpbmFsIFNvbHV0aW9u

[Access article in PDF]

The Nazi Extermination Camps and the Ally to the East
Could the Red Army and Air Force Have Stopped or Slowed the Final Solution?

Jeffrey Herf
[Figures]

Inhernowstandard work onthe historyofthe Holocaust, the Israeli historian Leni Yahil aske d why official
recognition ofthe ongoing mass murderdid notlead to rescue and cessationofthe killings. "Why," she
asked, "were the Nazis able to continue the imple mentation ofthe finalsolutionofthe problemofEuropean
Jewry until the end ofthe waralmost withoutimpediment?" ! During the warand in Anglo-Americanscholarly
and public discourse aboutitafterward, the phrase "the Allies" came to be understood to meanonlythe
Westerntwo-thirds ofthe anti-Hitler coalition. The debate about what "the Allies" could have done to stop or
hinderthe murderofthe Jews also remained asolely "Anglo-American" discussion.? Hence it has neglected
the Soviet Union, the wartime ally with the largest militaryforces onland and in the airand nearest to the
Naziextermination camps and Killing fields. Leading historians ofthe Soviet militaryin World War Il or of the
Holocaust have notdiscussed what the Sovietarmed forces could have done to stop the Holocaust. 3 This
[End Page 913] gap, which has onlybecome more glaring inlightofrecentscholarlydevelopments, needs

to be closed.

Historians of German policyand strategy have demonstrated that the historyofWorld War Il and ofthe
Holocaust mustbe understood inclose connectionwitheachother.# Furthermore, historians in the United
States, Great Britain,and Germany have pointed out the Eastern Front's centrality to the war as awhole,
therebydisplacing earlier, more provincial Anglo-American narratives.® This deepened focus both onthe
intersectionofthe warand the Holocaustand onthe EasternFrontimpels us to address the same questions
regarding "Auschwitz and the Allies" to the Soviet military that have beenaddressed to the policies ofthe
United States and Britain. Lastly,research ofthe pasttwo decades has shown that the Allies, in particular
the intelligence services of Britain and the United States, were betterinformed about manydetails ofthe

Holocaustthanwas previously thought.

Discussionabout whatthe Soviet Unioncould have done to stop the Holocaustshould begin with the
recognition ofthe following facts about the Eastern Frontin World War Il. As Gerhard Weinberg succinctly
puts it,from 22 June 1941to May 1945, "the majority of the fighting ofthe whole wartook place onthe Eastern
Front: more people foughtand died there thanonall the otherfronts ofthe wararound the globe put
together" ®As aresultof[End Page 914] the racial "war ofextermination" that Hitler waged against what
the Nazis called the Untermenschen of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, historians now believe that 25
million citizens ofthe Soviet Union were killed; at most one-third were military personnel. ” Yet this inclusion
ofthe Easterndimensions ofthe warhas notyetextended to researchonthe Soviet military and the
Holocaust. Martin Gilbert's 1982 book, Auschwitz and the Allies, e xamine d the policies ofthe United States
and Great Britainand setthe patternforthe subsequentdebate. This Western-centric view has become
increasinglydifficult to sustaininlight ofthe above-mentioned work onthe importance ofthe Eastern Front.
Evennow,in2003,there is no scholarlydebate orextensive literature about what the Sovietarmed forces

could have done to stop the Holocaust.

Though we do nothave abook devoted solelyto whatthe Sovietleadership knew aboutthe Final Solution,
there is good reasonto assume that they knew quite a bit. First, Richard Breitman and Walter Laque ur have
shown that British...
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