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Transformations in
Deuteronomistic and Biblical Historiography

On «Book-Findings and other Literary Strategies’

By Thomas C. Romer
Upweraie, BFSH 2, CH-1005 Lamannci

According to biblical rradirion there was a united kingdom under
Cravid and Solomon, Under their epigons this kingdom splitted up into
MNerth and South.

Following Martin Moth's? reign, there existed one whole deuterono-
mistic history (DH). Under his epigons this history splitted up according
to Cross or Smend, which brought forth two important transformations
of MNoth's original Deuteronomist. In the States the Deuteronomise
mainly became josianic and was completed by some exilic additions, in
Germany the Der. was multiplied by three or more authors and redacrors
working in the exilic and post-exilic period. The discussion berween
these two conceptions often came close 1o a sort of religious war, and
only in the last years a few voices arose arguing for a conciliation, as
for instance Lohfink's or McKenzie's). S0 many histories of research
have been written on this topic thar | do not intend here o undertake a
new one,?

We may mention Thompson's critics regarding the idea of dee. bis-
tormography®, If we take historiography in the Greek sense of senguiry

¥ Paper read on the SBL Meenng, 1994, Chicage, Movember 19—212,

2 M. Moth, Oberlieferungsgeschichtliche Studien. [re sammelnden und bearbeirenden
Geeschichrswerke im Alren Teszament, 19671, Guentarions and references will he made
an the English cranslation: The Deurcronomistic History, JS0OT.S 15, 19915
5. L. McKemese, Art. Deuberonomistic History, ABD 2, 1992, 160— 168; M. Lohfink,
in: (e Barschaft und die Boes (F5 H, W %Wollf), 1981, 87— 100 = Studien zum Deo-
reronomiam und rer dewreronomistischen Lierarur [1 SBA. AT 12, 1991, 129-142;
AL DL H. Mayes, The Scory of lsrael Berween Sertlement and Exile. & Redacional
Sy of the Deaperonomistic History, 1983; see also M. O'Brien, The Dewsteronomistic
History Hyposhesas, OB 92, 1989 E, Cortese, in: Pentateuchal and Deareronomise
Srudies. Papers Besad ar she KIch 10S0T Congress Leuven 1989, C. Brekelmans &
]- Luast ed., 1990, 179=190.

For recent histories of research of. H. D, Preof, ThE 58 (1991}, 229 264,342 - 395;
G, M. Enoppers, Twa Manons Under God, The Deureronimisnie Hstory of Selomen
and the Dwal Monarchies, H5M 52, 1994, Val, 1, 1-90

i T. L. Thompson, &rc. [sraelice Historiography, ABD &, 206212,
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