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The following article deals with the relationship between names and their symbolic
capital as a theme in Theodor Fontane’s Poggenpuhls. While the eponymous poor but
noble family relies on its notable surname, different names were being popularized
through advertising as part of the social and economic upheavals at the end of the 19
century. This rivalry between a genealogical and a primarily economic way of publicizing
and valorizing names is not only present in the novel’s dialogues, with noteworthy
references to highly popular contemporary firms, but is also part of its spatial setting.
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