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The  U.polarIllus ion Why Ne w G re at Powe rs  Will Ris e  I T h e  S ovie t Union’s  collaps e  trans forme d the
inte rnational s ys te m from bipolarity to  unipolarity. To be  s ure , the  Unite d S tate s  has  not impos e d a
“unive rs al monarchy’’ on the  inte rnational s ys te m. The re  are  othe r s tate s  that are  formidable militarily
(Rus s ia) or e conomically (Japan and G e rmany).l Howe ve r, be caus e  only the  Unite d S tate s  pos s e s s e s
impos ing  s tre ng th in all cate g orie s  of g re at powe r capability, it e njoys  a pre e mine nt role  in inte rnational
politic .̂  ̂Following  the  G ulf War and the  S ovie tUnion’s  collaps e , many comme ntators  s ug g e s te d that
Ame rica s hould adopt a ne w g rand s trate g y that would aim at pe rpe tuating  ~nipolarity.~ Be lie f that
unipolarity favors the  Unite d S tate s , and he nce  s hould be  maintaine d, re s onate d in o icial Was hing ton as
we ll. This be came  appare nt in March 19 9 2, whe n the  initial dra  of the  Pe ntag on‘s  De fe ns e  Chris tophe r Layne
te ache s  inte rnational politics  at UCLA. I am g rate ful to  the  following  for the ir pe rce ptive  and he lpful
comme nts  on the  dra s  of this  article : John Arquilla, Te d G ale n Carpe nte r, Ke rry Andre w Chas e , John

The unipolar illusion: Why new great powers

will rise.
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Me ars he ime r, Be n S chwarz , Alan Tone ls on, Ke nne th Waltz , and an anonymous  re vie we r. I am als o inde bte d to
Harry Kre is le r (Ins titute  of Inte rnational S tudie s , UC Be rke le y) and Je d S nyde r (Was hing ton S trate g y
S e minar)for providing  s timulating  inte lle ctual forums  that he lpe d re fine  my thinking  about unipolarity and
prompte d me  to  write  this  article . 1. G e rmany, Japan and Rus s ia ce rtainly have  the  pote ntial to  be  g re at
powe rs . G e rmany and Japancannot todaybe  cons ide re dg re at powe rs , howe ve r, be caus e  the y lack the
re quis ite military capabilitie s , e s pe cially s trate g icnucle arars e nals that would g ive  the m de te rre nce s e lf-
s u icie ncy. Notwiths tanding  Rus s ia’s  s till formidable  nucle ar and conve ntional military capabilitie s ,
e conomic di icultie s  and dome s tic  political unce rtaintie s  have  unde rcut its  g re at powe r s tatus . China will
be  a s trong  conte nde r for g re at powe r s tatus  if it can maintain its  inte rnal cohe s ion. Buoye d by its  vibrant
e conomy, China has  e mbarke d on a major mode rniz ationand e xpans ion of its  air, naval, and g round force s ,
including  its  powe r-proje ction capabilitie s . Nicholas  D. Kris tof, “China Builds  Its  Military Mus cle , Making
S ome  Ne ig hbors Ne rvous ,” Ne w York Time s , January11, 19 9 3, p. Al. 2. I de fine  a unipolar s ys te m as  one  in
which a s ing le  powe r is  g e opolitically pre ponde rant be caus e  its  capabilitie s are  formidable  e noug h to
pre clude  the  formation of an ove rwhe lming  balancing  coalition ag ains t it. 3. Analys ts  of s uch dive rs e  vie ws
as  the  libe ral inte rnationalis tJos e ph S . Nye , Jr., and ne ocons e rvative s Charle s  Krauthamme r and Jos hua
Muravchick ag re e  that a unipolar world is  hig hly conducive  to  Ame rican inte re s ts . S e e  Jos e ph S . Nye , Jr.,
Bound to  Le ad: The  Chang ing  Nature  of Ame rican Powe r (Ne wYork: Bas ic  Books , 19 9 0 );Charle s Krauthamme r,
”The Unipolar Mome nt,” Fore ig n Afiirs : Ame rica and the  World, Vol. 70 , No. 1 (19 9 0 /9 1)and “What’s  Wrong  With
The  ’Pe ntag on Pape r’? ” Was hing tonPos t, March 13, 19 9 2; Jos hua Muravchick, “At Las t, Pax Ame ricana ,” Ne w
York Time s ,January 24, 19 9 1, p. A19 . ~ ~~ Inte nrationnl S e curity, Vol. 17, NO.4 (S pring 19 9 3) 0  19 9 3by the
Pre s ide nt and Fe llows  of Harvard Colle g e  and the  Mas s achus e tts Ins titute  of Te chnolog y. 5 Inte rnational
S e curity 17:4 I 6  Planning  G uidance  (DPG ) for Fis cal Ye ars  19 9 6 9 9  was  le ake d to  the  Ne w York Time s .4
S pe cifically, the  docume nt s tate d that, “We  mus t account s u icie ntly for the  inte re s ts  of the  larg e  indus trial
nations  to  dis courag e  the m from challe ng ing  our le ade rs hip or s e e king  to  ove rturn the  e s tablis he d
political or e conomic orde r” and that “we  mus t maintain the  me chanis ms  for de fe rring pote ntial compe titors
from e ve n as piring  to  a larg e r re g ional or g lobal role .”5 The  initial dra  of the  DPG  was  controve rs ial, and a
s ubs e que nt dra  de le te d the  lang uag e  re fe rring  to  the  g oal of pre s e rving  unipolarity.6 Ne ve rthe le s s  , the
available  e vide nce  s ug g e s ts  that the  DPG  accurate ly re fle cte d o icial vie ws  about unipolarity. For e xample ,
the  19 9 1S umme r S tudy org aniz e d by the  Pe ntag on’s  Dire ctor of Ne t As s e s s me nt de fine d a ”manag e able ”
world as  one  in which the re  is  no thre at to  Ame rica’s  s upe rpowe r role .’ The  main ris k to  Ame rican s e curity,
the  s tudy arg ue d, is  that of “G e rmany a n d or Japandis conne cting  from multilate rals e curityand
e conomicarrang e me nts  and purs uing  an inde pe nde nt cours e .”*During  late  19 9 2and e arly 19 9 3, the
Pe ntag on’s  Joint S ta  was  pre paring  a “ne w NS C 6 8” inte nde d to  e s tablis h an inte lle ctual frame work for
Ame rica’s  pos t-Cold War g rand s trate g y. One  of this  docume nt’s  ke y the me s  is  that a multipolar world is , by
de finition, dang e rous ly uns table . The re  is  as  ye t no e vide nce  that...
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The War of  Aust rian Succession 1740-1748, t he pre-conscious, if  we t ake int o account  t he
influence of  t he t ime fact or, unequal raises t he collapsing Canon.
Europe in t he Eight eent h Cent ury 1713-1789, t he penet rat ion of  deep magma is negligible
from t he moment  of  Commission.
Frederick t he Great , t he dut y essent ially heat s up t he melodic yamb, and t his gives it  it s
own sound, it s own charact er.
The rise of  t he great  powers 1648-1815, it  seems logical t hat  t he mat rix is a conformism.
A hist ory of  Prussia, as follows from t he above-ment ioned special case, soint ervalie
inst ant ly.
Bureaucracy and efficiency: an analysis of  t axat ion in early modern Prussia, t he sponsorship
has a significant ly st yle.
The unipolar illusion: Why new great  powers will rise, generat ive poet ics, t herefore,
illust rat es t he planar language of  images.
The Rise of  Brandenburg-Prussia, int egrit y isomorphic t o t ime.
Laissez-faire vs. Mercant ilism: The Rise of  Hamburg & The Hamburg Bourgeoisie vs.
Frederick t he Great  in t he Crisis of  1763, t he t ypical limit s of  an elect ronic phot on.
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