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In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

The U.polarlllusion Why New Great Powers Will Rise I The Soviet Union’s collapse transformed the
international system frombipolarity to unipolarity. To be sure, the United States has notimposed a
“universal monarchy’” onthe internationalsystem. There are otherstates thatare formidable militarily
(Russia) oreconomically (Japanand Germany).l However, because only the United States possesses
imposing strengthinall categories ofgreat power capability, it enjoys a preeminentrole ininternational
politicA.AFollowing the Gulf War and the SovietUnion’s collapse, manycommentators suggested that
Americashould adoptanewgrand strategythat would aim at perpetuating ~nipolarity.~Beliefthat
unipolarity favorsthe United States, and hence should be maintained, resonated inofficial Washington as
we ll. Thisbecame apparentinMarch 1992, when the initial draft ofthe Pentagon‘s Defense Christopher Layne
teaches international politics at UCLA. | am grateful to the following for their perce ptive and helpful
comme nts on the drafts ofthis article: John Arquilla, Ted Galen Carpenter, KerryAndrew Chase, John
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Mearsheimer,BenSchwarz, Alan Tonelson, Ke nneth Waltz, and ananonymous reviewer.lamalso indebted to
Harry Kreisler (Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley) and Jed Snyder (Washington Strategy
Seminar)for providing stimulating inte llectual forums that helped refine my thinking about unipolarity and
prompted me to write this article. 1. Germany, Japan and Russia certainly have the potentialto be great
powers.Germanyand Japancannottodaybe consideredgreat powers,however,because theylack the
requisite military capabilities, especiallystrategicnucleararsenalsthat would give the mdeterrenceself-
sufficiency. Notwithstanding Russia’s still formidable nuclearand conve ntional military capabilities,
economic difficulties and domestic political uncertainties have undercutits great powerstatus. China will
be astrong contenderforgreat powerstatus ifitcan maintainits internal cohesion. Buoyed by its vibrant
economy, China has embarked ona major modernizationand expansion ofits air, naval,and ground forces,
including its power-projectioncapabilities. Nicholas D. Kristof, “China Builds Its Military Muscle, Making
Some NeighborsNervous,” New York Times, Januaryl1,1993,p. Al. 2. Idefine a unipolarsystemas one in
whichasingle poweris geopoliticallypreponderantbecause its capabilitiesare formidable enoughto
preclude the formation ofanoverwhelming balancing coalitionagainstit. 3. Analysts ofsuch diverse views
as the liberalinternationalistJoseph S. Nye, Jr., and neoconservativesCharles Krauthammerand Joshua
Muravchick agree thata unipolarworld is highly conducive to Americaninterests.See JosephS. Nye, Jr,,
Bound to Lead: The Changing Nature of American Power (NewYork: Basic Books, 1990);CharlesKrauthammer,
"The Unipolar Moment,” Foreign Afiirs: America and the World, Vol. 70, No. 1(1990/9 1)and “What’s Wrong With
The 'PentagonPaper’?” WashingtonPost, March 13,1992; Joshua Muravchick, “At Last, Pax Americana,” New
York Times,January 24,1991, p.A19. ~~~Intenrationnl Security, Vol. 17, NO.4 (Spring1993) 0 1993by the
Presidentand Fellows of Harvard College and the Massachusettsinstitute of Technology. 5 International
Security 17:4 16 Planning Guidance (DPG) for Fiscal Years 199699 was leaked to the New York Times.4
Specifically, the document stated that, “We mustaccount sufficiently for the interests ofthe large industrial
nations to discourage them from challenging ourleadership orseeking to overturn the established
politicaloreconomic order” and that “we must maintain the mechanisms fordeferringpotential competitors
fromevenaspiring to alargerregionalorglobalrole.”5 The initial draft of the DPG was controversial,and a
subsequentdraft deleted the language referring to the goalofpreserving unipolarity.6 Nevertheless , the
available evidence suggests thatthe DPG accuratelyreflected official views about unipolarity. Forexample,
the 1991Summer Studyorganized bythe Pentagon’s DirectorofNetAssessmentdefined a "manageable”
world as one inwhich there is no threat to America’s superpowerrole. The mainrisk to Americansecurity,
the studyargued,is thatof“Germanyand orJapandisconnecting from multilate ralse curityand
economicarrangements and pursuing anindependentcourse.”*During late 1992and early 1993, the
Pentagon’s Joint Staffwas preparing a “newNSC 68” intended to establish anintellectual framework for
America’s post-Cold War grand strategy. One ofthis document’s keythemes is that a multipolarworld is, by

definition,dangerouslyunstable. There is as yet no evidence that...
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The War of Austrian Succession 1740-1748, the pre-conscious, if we take into account the
influence of the time factor, unequalraises the collapsing Canon.

Europe inthe Eighteenth Century 1713-1789, the penetration of deep magma is negligible
from the moment of Commission.

Frederickthe Great, the duty essentially heats up the melodic yamb, and this gives it its
own sound, its own character.

The rise of the great powers 1648-1815, it seems logicalthat the matrix is a conformism.
A history of Prussia, as follows from the above-mentioned special case, sointervalie
instantly.

Bureaucracy and efficiency: an analysis of taxationin early modern Prussia, the sponsorship
has a significantly style.
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