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In Process Theology: A Guide for the Perplexed Bruce Epperly present s
process t heology in a manner t hat  is not  only accessible t o academics
but  also st udent s, laypeople, and clergy alike. He writ es as “a past or-
t heologian, commit t ed t o spirit ual format ion, social just ice, confessional
pluralism, and t he healing minist ry of  Jesus” (vii). Wit hout  a doubt , t his is
no small undert aking. Process t heology owes much t o t he complex
t hought  of  Alfred Nort h Whit ehead, whose writ ings were not  int ended
for lay audiences. The t ask of  applying process t hought  t o Christ ian
t heology since Whit ehead first  present ed his process met aphysic has
been t aken up by est eemed t heologians such as Charles Hart shorne,
John Cobb, and David Ray Gri in; reflect ion on Whit ehead’s work has
produced some unique perspect ives on various t heological t opics.
Epperly int roduces t hese import ant  t hinkers and t heir respect ive
t hought s while providing t he reader wit h his own unique t heological
perspect ives. Insofar as he present s process t heology t o a lay audience
[End Page 337] in a comprehensible and at t ract ive manner, Epperly is t o
be commended for a not  inconsequent ial success.

Epperly ident if ies several import ant  t hemes wit hin process t hought
t hat  demand a reint erpret at ion of  cert ain Christ ian doct rines. First ,
realit y is ult imat ely dynamic, not  st at ic. The world emerges from an
int erplay bet ween God and creat ures in which God finds his relevance
t hrough his relat ionship wit h creat ures, whose exist ence is marked by
change; meanwhile, t he creat ure f inds it s complet ion by cont ribut ing t o
t he evolving world t hat  is embraced wit hin God’s own experience (21).
Second, Epperly point s out  t he t heme of dynamic int erdependence.
Here he advocat es process t hought ’s reject ion of  subst ance-orient ed
t hinking, which views individual t hings as isolat ed at oms. Such a
perspect ive fails t o recognize how int erdependent  all t hings are t o each
ot her: body, mind, and environment , for inst ance, all play a role in our
experiences and choices (22). Third, Epperly explores t he universalit y of
experience. Human beings alone do not  share in experiences; included
are all individual t hings, down t o t he simplest  essences such as elect rons,
at oms, and molecules (24). A fourt h t heme is creat ivit y and freedom. All
t hings can creat e, since t hey are capable of  experience. All t hings are



guided by God’s vision for each t hing at  each moment , as well as t he
influences of  t he surrounding environment . However, each individual
t hing can creat ively and freely synt hesize and int egrat e t hese dat a in it s
making of  it self  and it s environment  (26–27). Finally, t here is t he t heme
of a process-relat ional God. God is not  “wholly ot her,” but  t he “wholly
present  one” (28). God st ands in cont inuit y wit h t he world. Like t he world,
God t oo is a subject  of  dynamic process, int erdependence, universalit y
of freedom, and creat ivit y and freedom.

Epperly applies t hese basic process t hemes t o his underst anding of
various Christ ian t heological t hemes ranging from Christ ology t o
pneumat ology, spirit ual format ion, sin, sot eriology, eschat ology, et hics,
revelat ion, and immort alit y. In addressing t hese t hemes Epperly is keenly
aware of  t he creat ive t ension bet ween process t heology’s t reat ment  of
t hem and t he classical t heist ic underst anding of  t hem. In much of t he
book, Epperly crit icizes t he classical t heist ic underst anding of  God as an
immut able, omnipot ent , and omniscient  being who st ands out side of
t ime. Such a God cannot  possibly st and in an int imat e relat ionship t o t he
world. How can t here be any human freedom when God knows all t hat  will
come t o pass? Can a God who is unable t o su er t ruly love God’s
creat ures? In process t hought , God needs creat ures just  as much as each
creat ure needs God. God’s fut ure is open t o t he fut ure as much as each
creat ure’s. God is moved by our su erings and seeks t o remedy t hem
t hrough persuasion, but  never t hrough coercion. As Epperly t reat s t he
various t heological t hemes, t his dialect ical encount er wit h classical
t heism is ever present .

However, Epperly’s reject ion of  t he classical t heism comes at  a price. In
Epperly’s account  of  process t hought , many t radit ional underst andings
of Christ ian doct rine must  undergo a radical revision. Epperly t ransforms
hist orically foundat ional doct rines such as creat ion ex nihilo, t he union of
t he divine nat ure...
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