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Abstract
T his article takes an evolutionary approach to the study of reproductive failure, drawing
attention to the importance of reproductive failure among mammals as a means of
timing reproduction in response to a variable environment. T hese concepts also apply to
the diagnosis and treatment of prematurity, because before the advent of modern
medicine most premature births probably constituted failed reproduction. Problems in
the diagnosis and treatment of reproductive failure are described, with specific parallels
drawn between the diagnoses and treatments of infertility and prematurity. (Am J
Obstet Gynecol 1999;180:S272-4.)
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