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Objective
T o analyze reported mechanisms of injury and characterize risk factors for infants and
young children â‰¤2Â years of age who died in sitting and carrying devices.
Study design
A retrospective review of deaths involving sitting and carrying devices (car seats,
bouncers, swings, strollers, and slings) reported to the US Consumer Product Safety
Commission between 2004 andÂ 2008.
Results
Of the 47 deaths analyzed, 31 occurred in car seats, 5 in slings, 4 each in swings and
bouncers, and 3 in strollers. T he reported elapsed time between the last time a child was
seen by a caregiver and found deceased varied greatly, with a mean of 26Â minutes in

slings; 32Â minutes in strollers; 140Â minutes in car seats; 150Â minutes in bouncers;
and 300Â minutes in swings. T he cause of death was asphyxiation in all cases except one.
Fifty-two percent of deaths in car seats were attributed to strangulation from straps;
the others were attributed to positional asphyxia.
Conclusion
Infants and children 2Â years of age and younger should be properly restrained and not
be left unsupervised in sitting and carrying devices. Car seats should not be used as
sleeping areas outside of the vehicle, and children should never be in a car seat with
unbuckled or partially buckled straps. Infants in slings should have their faces visible and
above the edge of the sling, should not have their faces covered by fabric, and their chins
should not be compressed into their chests.
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