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Abstract
The crafts p roduced and consumed by women during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries for the domestic interior are worth investigating to try
to unravel why women at various levels of society took up home crafts and
what their motives were for doing so. At one level, it may have been artistic

self-exp ression; at another level a p roduct of a commitment to household
duty or financial necessity, or on a third level it may have been for
entertainment or p astime. These motivations seem to reflect the more
recently labelled DIY home imp rovements. The fact that p articular crafts
were associated with women was based p artly on the determinist
p hilosop hies of the eighteenth century. These were p redicated on
distinctions that sup p osed that each gender had inherently different
faculties. In the fields of art and crafts, this led to the distinction between
amateur women and p rofessional men, and more esp ecially, the equating of
sp ecific crafts with women's work and homemaking. This gendering, which
was p reached both in school and in p rint, meant that by the mid-eighteenth
century, any visual sensibility women had develop ed was p articularly
directed towards their homes. The broad aims of this p ap er are therefore to
investigate the nature of the work undertaken, the role it p layed in certain
women's lives, how it reflected social attitudes of the p eriod, and its
relationship with the home during the p eriod 1750–1900. Finally, the article
will reflect on how and in what different ways women's domestic arts and
crafts could be considered as p recursors to the DIY of today.
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