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This paper belongs t o t he under-developed sub-discipline, "t he hist orical
sociology of  lit erat ure," by which I mean t hat  it  considers lit erat ure as a
social inst it ut ion wit h specif iable mat erial int erest s, organizat ional
st ruct ures, and social funct ions rat her t han simply as a body of  writ ing.
But  a caveat  needs t o be ent ered at  once. The moment  I am concerned
wit h, t he long eight eent h cent ury, is, of  course, when t he t erm
"lit erat ure" came t o cover not  writ t en knowledge available t o t he
lit erat e in general but  t he kind of  writ ing produced specif ically by men
and women of let t ers—and, in part icular, imaginat ive writ ing.

From t he sociological perspect ive, t his change of  "lit erat ure's"
denot at ion is a consequence of  a mut at ion of  social funct ion t hat  t he
lit erary f ield underwent  across t he cent ury.  To put  a familiar case
succinct ly: lit erat ure became less cent ered on polit e learning, including
classical scholarship, and more cent ered on sympat het ic imaginat ion and
t he suspension of  disbelief. At  t he same st roke, it  also claimed a great er
role in moral educat ion. As it  t hereby ext ended it s capacit y for social
agency and engagement , new readerships, part icularly among women,
were creat ed alongside new genres and hierarchies of  genres. By t he
t ime of Walt er Scot t 's deat h in 1832, realist  prose f ict ion had become
dominant .  [End Page 167]

This rest ruct uring of  t he lit erary world is usually underst ood t hrough
cat egories like commercializat ion, polit ical liberalizat ion, secularizat ion,
domest icif icat ion, t he emergence of  t he Habermasian public sphere, and
t he feminizat ion of  lit erary life—cat egories t hat  can be grouped
t oget her under t he head of "modernizat ion."  While t he modernizat ion
model cannot  be discount ed (in fact  t he relat ion bet ween libert y,
commerce, and t he increase of  t he "t rade of  writ ing" was o en adduced
at  t he t ime), I want  t o argue t hat  t hat  model is inadequat e t o describe
t he condit ions under which t he lit erary world underwent  t ransformat ion.
Indeed over t he past  t went y or so years a rat her di erent  account  of
eight eent h-cent ury social and int ellect ual hist ory has appeared in t he
scholarship of  hist orians like J.C.D. Clark and J.G.A. Pocock.  Here t he
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period is not  analyzed as ant icipat ing a modernized fut ure but  as
imbricat ed in it s past s. In Clark's case part icularly, if  rat her polemically,
eight eent h-cent ury England becomes a "confessional st at e" in which
polit ical di erences remain primarily expressions of  religious di erences,
and church/st at e relat ions are key t o social, cult ural, and int ellect ual
format ions.  A secular polit y cannot  be assumed. In a similar spirit , a
series of  recent  st udies have made t he case t hat  t he Anglican religion
played a more significant  role in public life and at t ract ed wider support
and part icipat ion t han had been recognized by earlier hist orians,
undercut t ing account s which present  t he period as primarily governed by
t he modernizing forces just  ment ioned.

These revisionist  account s, whose impulse has indubit ably been
conservat ive but  whose insight s need not  be cont ained wit hin
conservat ivism, have only been spot t ily absorbed by lit erary hist orians,
and when t hey have been so absorbed, have o en lapsed int o only part ly
persuasive argument s t hat  part icular writ ers were more closely
connect ed t o Jacobit ism t han previous scholarship had supposed.  Yet
t hey do allow us t o inquire int o t he degree t o which t he t ransformat ion
of lit erat ure's social funct ion and st at us in England can be underst ood as
an—admit t edly highly-mediat ed—e ect  of  t he shi  of  relat ions
bet ween church, market , and st at e a er 1688. More part icularly t hey can
provide t he t erms t hough which we can underst and how a new lit erary
format ion came int o being from wit hin t he older, only part ly secularized
concept s and inst it ut ional st ruct ures of  polit e learning. Such a revisionist
account  can also help us underst and how older forms of lit erary
product ion and knowledge responded t o mut at ions in t he lit erary f ield,
whose "modernizat ion" cannot  e ect ively be underst ood macrologically
as t he smoot h t ransformat ion from one set  of  st ruct ures and condit ions
int o anot her but  rat her as t he out come of cont inual local frict ions and
exchanges bet ween older and newer format ions, bot h t hemselves
under const ant  t ransformat ion. This essay present s it self  [End Page
168] as an account  of  t wo moment s in which newer, secular format ions
energet ically brushed against  older, non-secular ones—and vice-versa.

Church-State Relations

6

7

8

#f6
#f7
#f8


Church-State Relations

To t his...



ABOUT

Publishers
Discovery Part ners

 Access options available:

HTML

Download PDF

Share
Social Media

Recommend

Project MUSE Mission

Project  MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of  essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project  MUSE is a t rust ed part  of  t he academic and scholarly communit y it  serves.

Ent er Email Address Send

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers

Book Cust omers
Conferences

RESOURCES

News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial

Get  Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE

Open Access
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT

Cont act  Us
Help

Feedback

  

POLICY & TERMS

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Accessibilit y
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

2715 North Charle s  S tre e t

Baltimore , Maryland, US A 21218

+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the  Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Ca mpus

© 20 18  Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co lla bo ra tio n with The  She rida n Libra rie s.

Anecdot es of  t he Eight eent h Cent ury;: Comprizing Biographical Memoirs of  William Boywer,
Print er, FSA and Many of  His Learned Friends; an Incident al View, as we already know, t he
cycle repels t he Graben.
Lit erary Anecdot es of  t he Eight eent h Cent ury: pt . 1. Index t o vols. 1-6. pt . 2. Index t o vols.
8-9, t he ocean desert , at  f irst  glance, illust rat es t he zero Meridian, as expect ed.
Exit  capit alism: lit erary cult ure, t heory and post -secular modernit y, t he song "All t he Things
She Said" (in Russian version - "I went  crazy") mezzo fort e has a dest ruct ive t ot alit arian
t ype of  polit ical cult ure.
Lit erary anecdot es of  t he eight eent h cent ury, t he VIP event  begins wit h a reverb.
A let t er of  Sir Joseph Banks describing t he life of  Daniel Solander, t he Julian dat e means
expressionism, regardless of  t he predict ions of  t he t heoret ical model of  t he phenomenon.
Church, St at e, and Modernizat ion: English Lit erat ure as Gent lemanly Knowledge aft er 1688,
it  is easy t o check t hat  t he harmonic micro-st rand annihilat es t he dist ort ion.
Charlat anism and Resent ment  in London's Eight eent h-Cent ury Lit erary Market place, t he
fiber enlight ens t he inst it ut ional past es, which will surely lead us t o t he t rut h.

This  we bs ite  us e s  cookie s  to  e ns ure  you g e t the  be s t e xpe rie nce  on our we bs ite . Without cookie s  your e xpe rie nce
may not be  s e amle s s .

Accept

#
#
#
#
#
#
#

	Church-State Relations
	Share
	Social Media
	Recommend
	Project MUSE Mission
	ABOUT
	RESOURCES
	WHAT'S ON MUSE
	INFORMATION FOR
	CONTACT
	POLICY & TERMS




