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Daniel Balderston and José Quiroga

Fairyland

An e s s ay about G ay S uns hine  Pre s s  and Latin Ame rica s hould s tart o  with an atte mpt at s e ducing  the
re ade r, which is  why we  opte d for the  tacky allure  of "be autiful" and "s inis te r" in the  title . The  phras e  its e lf
appe ars  in an e s s ay title d "Latin Ame rica: Myths  and Re alitie s ," writte n by E. A. Lace y and publis he d in the
tabloid journal Gay Sunshine in 19 79 , and it g ive s  a g ood ide a of what Latin Ame rica me ant for at le as t part of
the  g ay radical S an Francis co arm of the  move me nt. The  two words , in te ns e  re lations hip with e ach othe r,
de s cribe  the  s tate  of mind of at le as t thre e  authors  who "worke d" Latin Ame rica for the  pre s s : Lace y hims e lf,
Wins ton Le yland, and Ers kine  Lane . The  words  re g is te r what thos e  obs e rve rs  s aw as  the y e ng ag e d in
mis s ionary work from S an Francis co to  Rio  de  Jane iro, while  the y ble nde d be at culture  with s amba, turne d
political libe ration into a politics  of ide ntity, and e xpe rime nte d in the  G uate malan hig hlands  with a
trans culturate d politics , two-thirds  Z e n Buddhis m and one -third Mayan s pirituality. "Latin Ame rica was  s e e n
as  be ing —with that e xas pe rating  quality of paradox that ine vitably cre e ps  into  our pe rce ption of the  alie n
and unfamiliar—both mag ical and me nacing , a be autiful, s inis te r fairyland whe re  the  us ual rule s  of log ic  we re
s us pe nde d and anything  g ood or bad mig ht happe n, and us ually did." 

It is  an imag e  that be long s  to  the  imag ination of the  fore ig n voye ur, the  dis e nchante d white  homos e xual who
follows  the  foots te ps  of a mode rn-day Rimbaud—le aving  civiliz ation for the  "me nacing " conte xt that be auty
provide s , in a cons tant "de ré g le me nt de s  s e ns e s " of s us pe nde d log ic. The  mag ic  was  all in the  e ye s  of the
be holde r, as  was  the  s e ns e  of anticipation, the  be auty, the  thre at, and e ve n the  "e xas pe rating " paradox that
is  but the  re s ult of the  pe rce ption of an alie n obje ct, or a place —"fairyland" as  the  une xpe cte d, e quivocal
te rm in this  s ce nario. As  far as  "fairyland" g oe s , Lace y was  hims e lf mos t probably not quoting  Rimbaud but
e xpre s s ing  the  e xoticis m and marve l of the  mag ical re alis t re pre s e ntation of Latin Ame rica. And one  could
not he lp but notice  that the  form of e mbodime nt for this  re ality s troke s  the  othe r me aning  of fairy—"fe y," or
"que e r." It is  as  if what Ale jo  Carpe ntie r calle d "lo  re al maravillos o" [End P a g e  8 5 ] be came , by s ome
pe rve rs e , s e xy, and paradoxical trope , s ome thing  e mphatically fle s hy, warm to  the  touch, hard—and, above
all, male .

The  fairyland that Lace y talke d about was  an inve nte d re ality, of cours e , and it had all the  trapping s  of a s e lf-
cons cious  inve ntion. It was  mos tly an e re ctor s e t me ant to  uphold an obje ct calle d "Latin Ame rican g ay
lite rature " as  this  was  appare ntly thoug ht up in S an Francis co in the  19 70 s  by a g roup of non-Latin Ame rican
g ay white  me n, s ome  of whom are  s till ve ry active  in the  promotion and dis s e mination of the  "s inis te r" fruits
of that fairyland. The  g ay lite rature  was  the re , but the  links  and the  contine ntal s cope  we re  provide d by Lane ,
Lace y, and Le yland—the  third of the  trio  als o  furnis hing  the  marke ting  tools  for its  dis s e mination. The s e  me n
we re  inte lle ctuals  be nt on cre ating —to borrow Be ne dict Ande rs on's  te rm—an "imag ine d community,"
s pre ading  the  g os pe l of g ay libe ration from S an Francis co to  the  far re ache s  of the  g lobe . The  e nte rpris e
was  manag e d by s cholars , e ntre pre ne urs , poe ts , his torians , and trans lators  who we re  ke e n on the ir s e ns e
of mis s ion; the y we re  s e rious  e noug h about the ir purs uits  to  de vote  part of the ir live s ' work to  bring ing  out
s e xuality from what the y pe rce ive d was  its  hidde n clos e t. The y we re  trave le rs  and s e lf-que s ting
philos ophe rs , and the y cre ate d fie lds  of knowle dg e  he re tofore  uns e e n: que e r Buddhis m, Mayan pos t-
hippie  que e rne s s  proje cte d back to  pre -Columbian time s , me ditative  s e t pie ce s  that me s he d quantum
phys ics  with Indian re lig ion, Tikal with Lao-Ts e , the  G rate ful De ad with the  Az te c poe t-warrior Ne z ahualcoyotl.
That the y worke d out of s he e r ple as ure  born out of the ir...
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