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politics —the  s um of life  as  he  e xpe rie nce d it. The  re s ult, if not s tartling , is  a valuable  account of life  in the
S outh, e s pe cially in North Alabama. The  e xtre me ly thoroug h work of Editor Axford is  hig hly us e ful and
informative . William Warre n Rog e rs  Florida S tate  Unive rs ity The  Battle  of the  Was hita: The  S he ridan-Cus te r
Indian Campaig n of 186 7-6 9 . By S tan Hoig . (G arde n City, Ne w York: Double day fit Company, 19 76 . Pp. xvii, 26 8.
$8.9 5.) The  Bu alo War: The  His tory of the  Re d Rive r Indian Upris ing  of 1874. By Jame s  L. Hale y. (G arde n City,
Ne w York: Double day fit Company, 19 76 . Pp. xxi, 29 0 . $7.9 5.) De ath S ong : The  Las t of the  Indian Wars . By John
Edward We e ms . (G arde n City, Ne w York: Double day fit Company, 19 76 . Pp. xx, 311. $10 .9 5.) The s e  volume s
cate r to  the  public's  ins atiable  fas cination with the  G re at Plains  Indian wars  during  the  clos ing  de cade s  of
the  nine te e nth ce ntury. Trig g e re d by the  he adlong  e xpans ion of ag g re s s ive  white  tre s pas s e rs —bu alo
hunte rs , mine rs , ranche rs , farme rs , townbuilde rs  —into the  trans -Mis s is s ippi We s t, military e ng ag e me nts
be twe e n blue -coate d cavalryme n and painte d warriors  de fe nding  the ir home lands  we re  a mixture  of
s avag e ry, he roics , tre ache ry and confus ion on both s ide s . Hollywood notwiths tanding , "To be  caug ht up in
an attack by Indians  was  not romantic," write s  Jame s  L. Hale y; "it was  a cold, me an, bloody, crue l and
te rrifying  e xpe rie nce . But above  all it was  a re volting , ug ly thing ." Ye t the  allure  of the s e  e ve nts  and s uch
colorful pe rs onalitie s  as  G e org e  Arms trong  Cus te r pe rs is ts  e ve n for his torians . The  thre e  volume s  unde r
re vie w broade n our unde rs tanding  of this  frontie r c las h of arms , ye t one  lame nts  the  re lative  lack of
s cholarly inte re s t in the  fate  of the  Plains  tribe s  once  the y ce as e d to  be  a military proble m and we re
s hunte d o  to  is olate d re s e rvations . No doubt a major caus e  of conte mporary public  apathy toward the
Ame rican Indian is  the  his torian's  failure  to  e xplore  the  long -rang e  cons e que nce s  of the  Plains  Indian wars —
the  linkag e s  of the  Little  Big  Horn, for e xample , to  Wounde d Kne e  I and Wounde d Kne e  II. One  of the  pos t-
Civil War e ra's  mos t de cis ive  campaig ns  was  the  S he ridan-Cus te r invas ion of the  Indian country s outh of
Kans as  during  the  winte r of 186 8-6 9 , culminating  in the  battle  of the  Was hita—the  s ubje ct of an in-de pth
s tudy by his torian S tan Hoig . Introductory chapte rs  trace  the  e ve nts  which le d to  this  contro- BOOK
REVIEWS 9 1 ve rs ial e ng ag e me nt: the  abortive  186 7 campaig n of G e ne ral Winfie ld S . Hancock, the  failure  of
the  Me dicine  Lodg e  Cre e k Tre atie s  to  confine  Plains  nomads  to  the ir as s ig ne d re s e rvations , and the  bloody
but inde cis ive  s kirmis he s  north of the  Arkans as . Ang ry and frus trate d, Major G e ne ral Philip H. S he ridan
barg aine d that a thre e -prong e d winte r drive  s outh of the  rive r would catch the  e lus ive  Che ye nne  and
Arapaho hos tile s  in the ir home  camp. For his  fie ld commande r, S he ridan s e le cte d Lie ute nant Colone l
Cus te r, who traine d his  me n inte ns ive ly for the ir bold o e ns ive . Cus te r's  orde rs  we re  to  proce e d s outh from
Camp S upply (on Wolf Cre e k of the  North Canadian) "in the  dire ction of the  Ante lope  Hills , the nce  towards
the  Was hita Rive r, the  s uppos e d winte r s e at of the  hos tile  tribe s ; to  de s troy the ir villag e  and ponie s ; to  kill
or hang  all warriors , and bring  back all wome n and childre n." He  did jus t that. A e r a four-day march throug h
he avy s now his  command attacke d at dawn on Nove mbe r 27, 186 8, the  Che ye nne  villag e  of pe ace  chie f Black
Ke ttle , ne s tle d in the  Was hita Rive r Valle y. The  s urpris e  was  comple te , jus t like  the  one  s prung  four ye ars
e arlie r —almos t to  the  day—on Black Ke ttle 's  S and Cre e k e ncampme nt. The  toll at the  Was hita was  like wis e
g rim: 10 3 Indians  kille d, including  principal chie f Black Ke ttle ; 53 wome n and childre n take n pris one r; the
conte nts  of the  Indians ' te e pe e s , including  all winte r provis ions , burne d; and ove r 80 0  ponie s  s hot. In the
author's  judg me nt, the  S he ridan-Cus te r campaig n "de s troye d, both in conce pt and in re ality, the  Indian
Te rritory as  the  re d man's  las t re fug e  from the  ons laug ht of white  civiliz ation. The  campaig n was  the  vang uard
invas ion by the  white  man of lands  that would...
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