
Incidence and size of patent foramen ovale
during the first 10 decades of life: an autopsy
study of 965 normal hearts.

Previous Previous article Next  Next  article

Mayo Clinic Proceedings
Volume 59, Issue 1, January 1984, Pages 17-20

Incidence and Size of Patent Foramen Ovale During the First  10
Decades of Life: An Autopsy Study of 965 Normal Hearts
PHILIP T. HAGEN M.D. … WILLIAM D. EDWARDS M.D.

Sh o w m o reSh o w m o re

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0025-6196(12)60336-X

Get rights and content

The incidence and size of the patent foramen ovale were studied in 965 autopsy
specimens of human hearts, which were from subjects who were evenly distributed by
sex and age. Neither incidence nor size of the defect was significantly different between
male and female subjects. The overall incidence was 27.3%, but it progressively declined
with increasing age from 34.3% during the first three decades of life to 25.4% during
the 4th through 8th decades and to 20.2% during the 9th and 10th decades. Among the
263 specimens that exhibited patency in our study, the foramen ovale ranged from 1 to
19 mm in maximal potential diameter (mean, 4.9 mm). In 98% of these cases, the
foramen ovale was 1 to 10 mm in diameter. The size tended to increase with increasing
age, from a mean of 3.4 mm in the first decade to 5.8 mm in the 10th decade of life.
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First  steps to mighty hearts: The origins of courage, daylight savings
time is trivial.
Healing words, healing hearts: using children's literature to cope with
the loss of a pet , k.
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