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AHR Editor: Transnational history is no longer new, but it does seem to be

the latest incarnation of an approach that has successively been

characterized as comparative, international, world, and global history. To

be sure, there are important distinctions between these approaches, but

they all are characterized by a desire to break out of the nation-state or

singular nation-state as the category of analysis, and especially to eschew

the ethnocentrism that once characterized the writing of history in the West.

So, how do we understand the distinctiveness of transnational history and

its relevance to the practice of history today?

Chris Bayly: In general, I think that the distinctions between world, global,

and transnational history have never adequately been explained. World

history, as I understood it, emerged in the 1960s and 1970s, when old

general courses on “Western...
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herit age Nort h, but  t he desert  is f irmly scales pragmat ic subject  of  t he polit ical process.
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