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Abstract: Tasmania's 170-year-old coal-mining industry has never been rich. Thin
seams, low quality and often poor access have ensured that local coal struggled to
compete with that imported from mainland Australia, particularly from Newcastle.
There have been only two significant Tasmanian coalfields: the Lower Permian beds
of the Mersey River and Don River area; and the Triassic beds of the Fingal-Mount
Nicholas field. The Cornwall Coal Company, based in the Fingal Valley, is now
Tasmania's sole supplier of coalfor generaland industrial purposes.
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