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This is the book we have been waiting for—occasionally a book is a classic by
the time it is p ublished and this is it. We have needed this for a long time;
p hylogenetics has grown enormously over the last two decades and it is
almost imp ossible to keep a p rop er overview. By my estimate (not ML, I'm
afraid) this book has around 1000 references. There is no way that ordinary
mortals can keep up with such a literature on methodology alone, let alone
work back through it to find sources of ideas, or p ossible alternative
ap p roaches that need develop ing.
The breadth is very wide with all the main exp ected top ics. Numbers of
trees, p arsimony algorithms, distance calculations, Markov models for
sequence evolution, likelihood and Bayesian methods, bootstrap s,
likelihood ratio and other tests, consensus, and coalescents. Such a full
treatment requires over 600 p ages, which...
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