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Abstract

This paper examines features of child labor in an area of high economic growth in
western India. Growth was associated with an increase in the number of child workers
over the last 15 years. The analysis shows that children work at simple repetitive manual
tasks that do not require long years of training or experience. The work is low-paying,
involves drudgery and is hazardous. Work forecloses the option of school education for
most children. In this context, I argue that economic growth alone is not sufficient to
eradicate child labor.
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