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Abstract

By inve nting the fictional author Le mony Snicket, writer DanielHandlerengages directly withissues of
authorial presence in his books, A Series of Unfortunate Events. With Snicket’s in(ter)vention, Handler mocks
the didactic conventions ofchildren’s literature, as well as his own commodified presence as anauthor
thereof. l argue that while the constructed fictionalauthoris integralto mass-marketed literature, Handler’s
negotiation ofhis role is tellingly reflexive. Although Handlerappears both aware and critical of his works’
overtly commercial, materialistic nature, itis the integration of his owncritical positionthatbecomes the

brand’s defining characteristic.
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In cod tempo rary celebrity culture, an author's pubBc perdomns i3 entangled
in the mas production aad consumption of Blerslure. Authorial ideniitie
com tructed Uhrough biographical blurbs and professional photbograp s on baok
jackets, inlerviews, live resd mgs, book £ i mings, s md 50000 Serve 2 e powe g
fumction: "o dell books™ [Dougles B13). [ndeed, becawe the author’s slf-
presenba i i e i sk, dnaubor's dentity can be carefully crafied o what
is arguably a creative fiction. BKate Doughis contends that follwing Boland
Barihes's "Death of the Author™ and Miche] Fowcaults "Wt is an Autbor?™
the bosink imdus ey pesurrects Uhe i of au thoria ] sel -prssenta tion. Authom ane
mied i ted through loob such & promotional ™ bluding” into ™ nowable™ and
“accenible” celebrities (813 808, The resulting mas-marke ted, fictionalized
imalividhaal in turn becomes a 1ool for generating profit. By inven ting the fictiomal
auihor Lemony Saicke t, wriler Damiel Handler engages directly with issues of
elf- prese nta ton 0 his book series, A Sened of Unfortusare Bvew s (hence forth
SallE). Hand ler emplovs the Snicket peron nol only a8 pae udonym but abio
a5 marrator, character, aind subject of supp ementary publications, suchas The
Unsauthonized Autobiography and The Bearrice Lerreard,!

Sunicket is intinately intemwined with the seris 44 8 commoditv: the alter
ego eimibles Handler to negotiate the presdures of conlemporary oo mmod ity
culiuneand 1o express b ambivalence abowt the conven o of child en's lit-
erature. With Snicket’s inf ter)ve ntion, Handler mocks the didac tic conventions
of children’s literature, & well aa his own commodified presence & am auilor
the reol, [argue that while the condt ructed fictional author is nlegnal 1o muks-
madrketed lnerature, Handlers negolition of the space between oom peling
interests B e lingly reflexive. In paratestus ] elemen —inc lud ing cove r naaiter,
inlery iws, public appesrance, and other promotional public o s—Hand ler

Kendm Magnusson i a Phllsmdentat the Liniversity af Manitoha in the deparmment
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Universityol Winnpeg, where she completed her undergradaate and graduate degres,
imchuding a master's deg ree in English with a focus an cultural studies and a bachelor's
degree in thetoric and conmuniaiians
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