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Styles of stance in English:
Lexical and grammatical marking of
evidentiality and affect

DOUGLAS BIRER and EDWARD FINEGAN

Absrraer

The present paper fdentifies and deseribes various speech sivles of Englivh az
marked by stance, By stance we mean the lexical ond grammatical
expression of attitudes, feelings, fudgmenis, or commitment concerning e
propasitional content of a message. In an earlier paper [ Biker and Finegan,
T98E ), we limited owr mvestigation fo the adverbial marking of stance; here
we extend the analysis to include adiectival, verbal, and modal mavkers of
stance. AN oocurrences of a large set of stance markers are idensified fn 500
fexts, drawn principally from the LOB and Lowndon-Lurd corpora [of
writren and spoxen Bririch English). The stance markers are divided mro [2
categories bazed on semantic and grammatical criteria, and the frequency of
secwrrence for eack calegory bn eack fexi is computed, The twelve categories
are (1) affect markers [adverbs, werbs, and adieciives); (2] certainty
aelverhs; (21 corfainly verbs! (4] certainty adieciives; (5] dowhi adverbs;
(i) dowbe verbs: () dowlr adiecrives: (8) hedges: (9) empharics: [ 1)
possibiliny madals; (1) necessity modals; and (12 prediciive modals,
Living o stavistical technigue colled cluster analysis, fexis thal are maxi-
mally simvilar in their exploitation of stance markers are sorted inle clusters,
We dalerprel each cluster as o stance sivle by consideration of the
predonnant stence feafures in the claier, the sitearional characrerietics of
the pexes consiituning the clusier, and a furetional analysiz of brdividwal
rexes, werall wix stance sivles are ideniified, antong whick are 'Emphatic
Expresston of Affect’, "Expository Expression af Dowbr’, and ‘Faceless”.

1. Introduction
The linguistic expression of attitude has been studied under two main
topics: evidentiality and affect. Evidentiality refers to the speakers

expressed attitudes towards knowledge: towards its reliability, the mode
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