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Among the many human activities that cause habitat loss (Czech et al.
2000), urban develop ment p roduces some of the greatest local extinction
rates and frequently eliminates the large majority of native sp ecies (Vale
and Vale 1976, Luniak 1994, Kowarik 1995, Marzluff 2001). Also, urbanization
is often more lasting than other typ es of habitat loss. Throughout much of
New England, for examp le, ecological succession is restoring forest habitat
lost from farming and logging, whereas most urbanized areas in that region
not only p ersist but continue to exp and and threaten other local
ecosystems (Stein et al. 2000).

...
Another great conservation challenge of urban growth is that it rep laces the
native sp ecies that are lost with widesp read “weedy” nonnative sp ecies.
This rep lacement constitutes the p rocess of biotic homogenization that
threatens to reduce the biological uniqueness of local...
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