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Who knows what  evil lurks in t he heart s of  men? Women know—and
likewise, men know what  evil lurks in t he heart s of  women. In a review of
R. Brimley Johnson's Women Novelists, Virginia Woolf  comment s: "There is
a side of  each sex which is known only t o t he ot her, and t his does not
refer solely t o t he emot ion of  love" (Contemporary Writers 27).

Woolf  does not  elaborat e on what  each sex knows about  t he ot her
t hat  concerns emot ions ot her t han love. But  t he quest ion of  how human
beings develop t heir percept ions of  t hemselves and t he world, including
at t it udes relat ed t o gender di erences, is st ill a vexed and t opical
cont roversy, in which aut hors as well as analyst s play a part . Several
current  t heories may suggest  explanat ions for t hose frequent ly st art ling
images of  suspicion and fear of  t he opposit e sex which we f ind in fant asy
lit erat ure, part icularly t hat  addressed generally, if  not  exclusively, t o
children.

Freudian psychologist s t race most  personalit y t rait s and conflict s t o
t he earliest  relat ionship in life: t hat  of  t he infant  wit h it s mot her. Lit erary
crit ics influenced by Freudian t heories rout inely cit e biographical
evidence t o explain puzzling element s in lit erary works. For example,
David Holbrook says t hat  t he Narnian chronicles "have t heir origins in t he
fact . . . [t hat  Lewis's] mot her died when he was a baby"; Holbrook assert s
t hat  t he Whit e Wit ch of  Narnia may represent  "a mot her who has not
been humanized by us, as a mot her normally is, over t he long years of
knowing her as a child. She may be t he all-bad, all-hat e mot her we were
capable of  fant asizing as an infant " (10-11).

Dorot hy Dinnerst ein also emphasizes t he significance of  t he mot her
role in her influent ial and cont roversial st udy, The Mermaid and the
Minotaur: Sexual Arrangements and Human Malaise. Dinnerst ein believes
t hat  t he t radit ional role of  women as exclusive caret akers of  t he young
leads bot h men and women t o see each ot her as less t han fully human.
"Men's feeling t hat  we are not  really human originat es in t heir infancy,"
she says (91), when t he mot her is of  such [End Page 106] crucial
import ance t hat  she is bot h adored for her fulf illment  of  primary needs
and hat ed for her inabilit y or unwillingness t o sat isfy all desires. A girl may
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share t hese ambivalent  feelings in t he beginning, but  she is lat er more
likely t o ident ify wit h t he mot her and see her as a person. Women's
sense of  some fundament al gap in men's humanit y arises as women
become aware of  men's at t it ude t oward t hem: "Our own react ive
feeling—t hat  it  is men who are not  really human, not  'all t here'—comes
lat er and is far less primit ive" (93).

In her 1982 st udy of  male and female mat urat ion pat t erns, In a
Di erent Voice, Carol Gilligan focuses on t he moral development  of  men
and women. Like Dinnerst ein, she sees t he male pat t ern of
development , which has t radit ionally been viewed as t he norm, as
root ed in infancy, a t ime of t ot al dependence on t he mot her. In order t o
mat ure, a male must  separat e himself  from t he mot her and become
independent . Girls, on t he ot her hand, may cont inue t o have a close
relat ionship wit h t heir mot hers. Therefore, t he male pat t ern is
"premised on separat ion" (39) and it  assert s an "ideal of  perfect ion"
(174). The female pat t ern, according t o Gilligan, develops out  of  "a
background of cont inuing connect ion" (39) and represent s "an ideal of
care" (35) in which "ident it y is defined in a cont ext  of  relat ionship" (160).
Men's quest  for independence makes t hem suspicious of  a moral syst em
based on relat ionships, while women's ideal of  compassion makes t hem
react  against  a moral syst em based on abst ract  just ice. Thus, Gilligan's
research indicat es t hat  women's values and choices di er from men's
because women follow a di erent  pat t ern of  development . The
conscious preferences discussed by males and females in her st udy are
seen as being based on early experiences and on t he int ernalized and
o en unrecognized at t it udes result ing from t hose experiences.

Whet her one sees human development  in t radit ional Freudian t erms
or t hrough t he perspect ive of  recent  feminist  writ ings, t he idea t hat ...
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