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Who knows what evillurks in the hearts of men? Women know—and
likewise, men know what evil lurks in t he hearts of women. In a review of
R. Brimley Johnson's Women Novelists, Virginia Woolf comments: "There is
a side of each sex whichis known only to the other, and this does not

refersolely to the emotion of love" (Contemporary Writers 27).

Woolf does not elaborate onwhat each sex knows about the other
that concerns emotions otherthan love. But the question of how human
beings develop their perceptions of themselves and the world, including
attitudes related to genderdifferences, is stilla vexed and topical
controversy, in which authors as well as analysts play a part. Several
current theories may suggest explanations forthose frequently startling
images of suspicion and fear of the opposite sex which we find in fantasy
literature, particularly that addressed generally, if not exclusively, to

children.

Freudian psychologists trace most personality traits and conflicts to
the earliest relationship in life: that of the infant withits mother. Literary
critics influenced by Freudian theories routinely cite biographical
evidence to explain puzzling elements in literary works. For example,
David Holbrook says that the Narnian chronicles "have their origins inthe
fact. .. [that Lewis's] motherdied when he was a baby"; Holbrook asserts
that the White Witch of Narnia may represent "a motherwho has not
been humanized by us, as a mother normally is, over the long years of
knowing her as a child. She may be the all-bad, all-hate motherwe were

capable of fantasizing as aninfant" (10-11).

Dorothy Dinnerstein also emphasizes the significance of the mother
role in herinfluentialand controversial study, The Mermaid and the
Minotaur: Sexual Arrangements and Human Malaise. Dinnerstein believes
that the traditionalrole of women as exclusive caretakers of the young
leads both menand womento see eachotheras less than fully human.
"Men's feeling that we are not really human originates in their infancy,"
she says (91), when the motheris of such [End Page 106] crucial
importance that she is both adored for her fulfilment of primary needs

and hated for herinability or unwillingness to satisfy alldesires. A girl may


#b28

share these ambivalent feelings inthe beginning, but she is later more
likely to identify with the motherand see heras a person. Women's
sense of some fundamentalgap in men's humanity arises as women
become aware of men's attitude toward them: "Our own reactive
feeling—that it is men who are not really human, not 'allthere'—comes

laterand is far less primitive" (93).

In her 1982 study of male and female maturation patterns, /na
Different Voice, Carol Gilligan focuses on the moraldevelopment of men
and women. Like Dinnerstein, she sees the male pattern of
development, which has traditionally been viewed as the norm, as
rooted ininfancy, a time of totaldependence onthe mother. Inorderto
mature, a male must separate himself from the motherand become
independent. Girls, onthe other hand, may continue to have a close
relationship with theirmothers. Therefore, the male patternis
"premised on separation" (39) and it asserts an "ideal of perfection”
(174). The female pattern, according to Gilligan, develops out of "a
background of continuing connection" (39) and represents "anideal of
care" (35) inwhich "identity is defined in a context of relationship" (160).
Men's quest forindependence makes them suspicious of a moralsystem
based onrelationships, while women's ideal of compassion makes them
react against a moralsystem based onabstract justice. Thus, Gilligan's
research indicates that women's values and choices differ from men's
because women follow a different pattern of development. The
conscious preferences discussed by males and females in her study are
seenas being based on early experiences and onthe internalized and

oftenunrecognized attitudes resulting from those experiences.

Whetherone sees human development in traditional Freudianterms

orthroughthe perspective of recent feminist writings, the idea that...
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